Yaakov, like all people after the sin, started out with a mixture of good and evil. Eisav
took the evil from him — he swallowed the red soup - and Yaakov was able to
produce another man of action instead of Eisav, Yosef the Bechor of Rivka®.

NN
Yaakov’s Dream

Up until now Yaakov’s midah has been tested by the obvious dishonesty,
scheming and falsehood of others. Now, the challenge is to see truth as a unifying
force for the whole world. This was Yaakov’s dream at the beginning of the parsha. .

To begin with, Yaakov is given a model of man, a roadmap and a vision. As
Rav S.R. Hirsch? puts it, The messengers of G-d go up the ladder to get a picture of
the ideal humanity ... and then come down and compare what they find here
below...2 Avp v VT PIINOP) 75U SW D1 TI PIINDD) PIYW - DIXTIV) D25 —

: XY P20 Their purpose is established in heaven, but the movement begins from
earth — man must move up from earth to heaven®. And by gaining a new vision of
man, Yaakov is also able to gain a new vision of G-d (see note °).

Yaakov is truth and our ultimate source of truth is the Torah. This dream, says
the Daas Zekeinim, is Yaakov Avinu’s Maamad Har Sinai®. The very word 0910 is
the gematria of »»o’, and the verse clearly says vy 2%y 7 mm, unprecedented
amongst the Avos®. Yaakov sees a ladder rising to the heavens just as Klal Yisrael
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saw the mountain burn with fire rising to the heavens’. In his dream, Yaakov sees
angels, actually visions of Moshe and Aaron?. The ladder comes all the way down to
earth just as G-d at Sinai descends from the mountain®. G-d says to Yaakov "7 »n
just as He says in the first of the Ten Commandments»o2mox 7 s,

And there is more: Yaakov’s prophetic dream includes a purview of all of
history®; it includes a covenant between G-d and Yaakov in which G-d promises that
Yaakov and his progeny will be in His hands personally®, a relationship that
guarantees their ascendancy in the end”.

All of this happens as Yaakov is about to leave Eretz Yisroel and go into
Galus. This Parsha, says the Ohr Gedalyahu, is the Parsha of Galus®. The Ramban
says that the Angels climbing and descending the ladder give us insight into the nature
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and dynamics of the 4 exiles'. The Baal HaTurim points out that our Parsha has not a
single break; it is neither nmno nor nmne, for all is hidden in Galus®.

Golus reflects the tension between the physical and the spiritual. In the
material world, things have their own identity and separate themselves into different,
fragmented directions. This is Golus®. While Yaakov was able to unite all reality
within his private sphere, he was not able to pass this on to the rest of mankind.
Divisiveness of some sort remained the natural state of this world*, awaiting a future
Messianic era for final resolution.

Yaakov not only is provided with a vision of the future Galus and its
resolution, but he began the Golus himself°.

He also began its resolution.

In the Shmoneh Esreh, we say 2ypy> NI PNy PN ,0NIAN OPIN.
Avraham Avinu gave us the spiritual energy to fulfill the positive Mitzvos, Yitzchak
to fulfill the negative Mitzvos and Yaakov Avinu to fulfill Divrei Reshus®. Each one
of the forefathers became the bearer of G-d’s presence on earth through their specific
Avodah’. Yaakov’s avodah of reshus addresses the vast area of our lives left
unlegislated — the majority of our day even after the Torah is given to us. This area is
open to our own spiritual creativity — the challenge of harmonizing all of our
interactions with the Torah. But this is a tricky business. Mitzvos are clearly defined
things — G-d tells us exactly what to do — and they are very powerful things®. Reshus
requires that our whole being be in harmony with the Torah.
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Yaakov is born clutching the heal (2py) of Eisav. 2py is an acronum for w7'?
ann'a nx'y, for Yaakov’s whole Avodah was to create Kedushah in this are of
Reshus'. (Yaakov is also named Yisrael — 5p 2w — straight with G-d - the aspect of
his personality of being able to emerge from the messiness of Reshus with absolute
clarity.)

It is just this ability to engage the area of reshus which is necessary to resolve
the golus. The challenge of Golus is that G-d Himself is in Golus — and holiness is
hidden?. The area of reshus requires that we not only engage things that are obviously
there for us to sanctify, but that we also discover Kedusha where none reveals itself
obviously, where we are not clearly directed by the halacha. Every spark needs to join
Yaakov’s mission in sanctifying the world. Even in Galus, he needs to be o¥>nx awy,
a man whose Torah is his portable tent — his home - wherever he goes.®

Yaakov was able to do this because for him holiness is something he feels
completely at home with. For him, the Temple Mount is not a mountain as it was for
Avraham Avinu, not a field as it was for Yitzchak, but a home®. Since the worlds are
parallel, Yaakov could then harmonize the whole, messy world with higher realms; he
could bring all of reshus into his “home” — into the level of the n~an 7.

In such a "2 everything has the potential to be holy. Hence, Yaakov goes
back for his pachim ketanim,’ for even these have sparks of Kedusha which need to
be redeemed.

Galus is the dark of the night, and the Tefilah of the night is 2yn. It requires
a whole new way of relating to G-d - 2ypy >poxy. This was the relationship of
Maariv, a tefila of reshus, whom Yaakov introduced to us as a permanent way of
relating to HaSh-m® .

No wonder the last of the first 3 brochos of the Shmoneh Esrei — wy1pn Ypin -
is Yakov’s bracha — the bracha which relates to all that we see in this world as infused
by wyTp nnn’.
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Yakov Avinu’s whole life was challenged by this issue. He was forced into
the situation of taking Eisav’s brochos through an act of deviousness. He was forced
to confront the daily manipulations of the scheming Lavan. We see it come through
when he approaches total strangers in their own country and questions their right, as
shepherds, to leave work early’. His sense of truth is outraged even when one
stranger is being dishonest to another?. And so Yaakov, the man of Torah is the man
of truth — it is one and the same thing; and it is this Yaakov who sees that truth in
everything and sanctifies the whole world.

The Stones — the Precedent to the Sinaitic Ladder

The parsha begins with Yaakov surrounding himself with a bunch of stones,
any one of which would have been sanctified by being his pillow for the night. (The
Maharal explains how a lifeless stone could request to have the Tzadik lie on him>.)

Yaakov now actualizes the great principle of the creation: Everything in the
world was created for man to use. If man rises, the world rises with him; and if he
sinks, he drags the world down as well*. The ladder equals all of the steps of cosmos,
a way of using this world to climb to higher spiritual heights®. The ladder teaches
Yaakov that the physical world and the higher spiritual worlds are parallel®. Man was
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given this enormous power over all aspects and levels of the creation® and he was
charged to identify the holiness in each thing and lift it all to sanctity®.

Yaakov sleeps on stones, and the stones themselves are sanctified. His
overarching spirituality unites these fragmented, lifeless things into one stone®.
Yaakov places the seat of his Neshama, his head, on a group of stones which are then
all attached to him and united thereby*.

The “Yosheiv Ohalim’ emerges from 14 years of pure Torah to engage the
world and its most physical, and to connect that back to its Source. Yaakov, says the
Maharal, rises above the level of fragmentation to a level where all things are
combined into a higher unity. This man who is called "w17p" — above all materialistic
and sensual urges — can know no fragementation. Everything that connects to him will
do so as a part of the unity he generates®. The Jewish people, who emerge from
Yaakov, and who bear his name, greatly benefit from this holiness: they too are able
to draw on this and combine into one body®.

Not everything can be included in this unity, however. Yaakov is the founder
of Techumim ("xnp>oa — yn »a N yn), the making of boundaries for what can and
cannot be included. The Meshech Chochma points out that this seems to be the exact
opposite of Avraham Avinu, who made Eruvei Tavshilin, allowing an even greater
increase in hospitality. Avraham Avinu was the master of outreach, both because of
his need to spread the love for G-d, but also because the Torah is only complete when
it encompasses an entire nation of people®. Yaakov, though, is destined to produce
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that nation from within. The Jewish nation is now to be an example to others by
modeling exemplary nationhood, not by an open doors policy™.

Yaakov’s Ability Not To Be Subdued by Materialism

Yaakov fully engages the physical world, but only after he shows that he does not
need it. Yaakov, like all people after the sin, started out with a mixture of good and
evil. Eisav took the evil from him — he swallowed the red soup - and Yaakov was
able to produce another man of action instead of Eisav, Yosef the Bechor of Rivka®.
Yaakov makes a vow, in which he asks for G-d to give him w5 11 91989 onv°,
The body requires certain necessities, and that is all that Yaakov wants. (Kli Yakar
says that he prays that G-d would see to it that he did not get gold, pearls and valuable
things.) Having gotten his bread and clothes, he later says to Eisav that he has
everything®. The issue is one of simplicity but also of faith that G-d, in the future, will
provide one’s every need. Truth be told, the things we need most are most readily
available. Rabbeinu Bachaya points out that we need air the most, and that is most
plentiful. Then we need water, and there is plenty of that. We need food, and so on.
After the minimum needs of physical sustenance, the body can only be nurtured
spiritually. The rest is Yetzer Hara and will never fill anyone up®.

And where did Yakov learn all of this. First one must separate, become holy,
master oneself and only then go out®. 14 years of complete isolation, immersed in
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Torah, was great preparation. Now he goes out to Charan, 'ny n 79»- to 09 5w N,
i.e. the affairs of this world, the area of Reshus?. Ever since the sin of the First Man,
this area has beckoned us to enjoy at least something for ourselves®.

At first Yaakov is a little confused, bumping into a seemingly impenetrable
wall of the material world (oypna yao»). How does one plunge into such a thing, take
it and use it without being consumed?* G-d answers him by showing him the ladder,
how one begins from this world - nxax a8 oo, and rises with all this into the
heavens®.

Yaakov saw the Angels first going up and only then down - 12 719 DW.
They go from the Shechina on earth where holiness is created® and then go up on their
Shlichus. Yaakov wakes up and says »>ny7 XY Ny min ©pna 0 v X, behold | did
not realize before that this world is full of G-d, and that each moment of dealing with
it is precious’. He is now able to elevate every foot that he places on the ground® —
71921 »937 Py 8w and he walks 07§ »a nyx whose first letters stand for ma mx
wTp, i.e. the sanctification of passion and desire™.

By the end of his life, Yaakov had reached the level of Adam HaRishon before
his sin, knowing only spiritual and not physical pleasures'’. Not being subject to
material decay, the Sages declare that Yaakov never died in the true sense'?. Already
the end of his first seven years of working for Lavan he said, Give me my wife, for |
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have fulfilled my time, and | will come on her’. Rashi says that even the most boorish
of men would not talk in such a fashion?. But Yaakov was so above any sensual
intentions that he saw nothing physical or crude about his speech, just as the First
Man and Women saw nothing shameful about their nudity®. In his final seventeen
years in Egypt, Yaakov found his mbw, for he had conquered all of the physical realm
within in him and without*. With the exception of Rebbe, this is a level that would
never be achieved again by mankind until the Messianic Era°.

S TPIN NINIANY 227 INDN YD ONWN NN 121 129 DN 2Py 99N (KXD) VD PYNI2 !

T2 MR MTNIN TOIND KON 12 IMIN MK DYPIAY P XM (DY) Y0 2

127 ?® 2pDT INKXR™M (XRI) VI - P10 2D) (1121 N'UXRIAN KX 07 U17'9) U'NI1 00 110210 P17 1’
12 MR MT2IN 72107 R2R 123 MR 11°R 072920 2P K21 (1778 NR1AXRT "N* 1IR?N "I TUXR NIR 121
OTIP NUKRTIN OTXR M3 AT2 1012 010 DT ®? 13 201 1WA R'X1107 27 27 91210 ORI 2223 DT K20 117

J0W1anT ®21 22T 21R7pi

DMWY TIVY YAV \MND 19NN YPXaw MDY DY AMNY 2P 1Y IR 70, DWNTR INIW J0o0 e 11 *
NVYTPN 91N 7727V (1) P19) K27 IPIN AT NINT NAINY 10D ¥7 182 NIW) 9982 NOW D10 7PNY DX I8NIY
WA TN DY 1Y

PIX"I P00 ... (TR T12IMD) TINRW 103 MIP DIARKRA 98 1701 821 INKRO "27 131 :00 17090 178 17°
W) 1INKR 7T 2V1 .90 NRIN W02 WM 20 1" 07 7110 0TR "2 IRWA 728 17D 11"2R 1pDT NNwin
WA IDN TR T 12 71707 R2W 1WIR R TTONAW T°OT 1707 TR 17°9X (0192771 007132 DI 1271

10 NIRIN W07 12701 (01 NAW) 17IMRW 113 0N 20 1"0Y2 NNO ®1P 712 07190 TIT "R



