XI2”1 nwID - KORBANOS

Perhaps there is no area of the Torah which challenges our ‘modern understanding’ of
things than Korbanos. Centuries ago the Kuzari already stated that, had the Torah not
legislated such a thing, we would never have imagined that the idea of slaughtering and
offering up an animal would bring us closer to G-d*. G-d, in His infinite wisdom, anticipated
that whole area of n1127p would be so fraught with the danger of misunderstanding, that the
Torah uses only the holiest Name of G-d, the Shem HaSh-m in reference to the Korbanos.?
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Despite their mysteriousness, ni2p occupy a very central place in Judaism. In fact
the Torah uses more words in describing the mia7p than it does with any other mu»®. It is the
first set of commands to be issued from the Ohel Moed*. nu37p are no concession to
primitive instincts®. Many laws make it clear that the whole focus of the Korbanos was the
very opposite of cruelty and violence®, despite our modern understandings to the contrary’.
In fact, it was just the animal within him — 71727 1 — that he had to get rid of through his
offering®. And he had to do it with a commitment to pure Monotheism. Someone who lacked
this was not allowed to bring any Korbanos®.

Here lay such holiness that n121p are considered one of the big three pillars on which

the Torah rests'® and they will have an elevated place even in the Messianic era’.
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Though all the Mitzvos fulfill the Will of G-d, only by the n1131p does it say 72 mmin - a
sweet odor to G-d. The Zohar explains how each one of the Korbanos paralleled something
in the higher spiritual realms, thereby connecting and uniting the world down here with those
higher realms®. Thus 3277 — to bring close — for they draw close the holy formations of
above®. No wonder the Ritvah tells us that even the Kabbalists cannot fully comprehend their
profundity”.

Clearly, HaSh-m who lacks for nothing, does not need our Korbanos. In fact, several
times the prophets say that G-d doesn’t want the Jewish people’s sacrifices — He wants their
sincerity and commitment®.

So the starting point of understanding Korbanos is to realize that they are for our
benefit:
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For G-d, the pain of any human unfulfilled potential lies only in His desire to give to
Man:

Every human soul that has lapsed, every Jewish man or woman who has opted
out of his or her mission, humanity forfeiting its destiny, Yisrael not attaining
theirs - they are His loss!" When a human being suffers,” Rabbi Meir teaches
us, "the Divine Presence expresses it thus: '‘My head is heavy, My arm is
heavy™' (Sanhedrin 46a). And in the words of Isaiah: "In all their troubles, He
is troubled” (63:9)°.

Ordinary logic dictates that a person who sinned — even if only unintentionally - could
expect a downward spiral towards evil:
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Prophecy determined that such a person — having denied his purpose — should die. But
the Torah determined that a person who sinned a2 — could bring a 721p and be purified™.

The Korban of a sinner is but one example of the many Korbanos. But it is a good
starting place for us to understand what took place:

The Beis HaMikdash, (and similarly the Mishkan) was an awesome structure. The
gold of the Beis HaMikdash reflected the sun in such a way that wherever you were in
Jerusalem, even if you could not see the Beis HaMikdash, you were aware of its glow?. As
one approached the Beis HaMikdash, one saw Leviim and Cohanim all over, guarding it’,
and one was struck by the sheer majesty of the building®. For the average Jew, this sight came
at the end of extensive preparations. He had to identify his Korban, guard it carefully, take
care of his affairs and walk for days and maybe weeks to Jerusalem. There he would live off
his maaser sheni, and join hundreds of thousands of other Jews in going up to the Beis
HaMikdash. When he finally entered the Beis HaMikdash, his soul, no matter what his mood
and state, was swept up by the penetrating singing of the Leviim®. The Cohanim approached
him like Angels, ready to serve him in his desire to get closer to G-d°®. He was now ready to
connect to G-d at a much deeper level than he had achieved until then.

Based on this, the word Korban means not sacrifice, but rather 275 - to bring close -
and a Korban is therefore “that which brings close™’. It was the person himself who was
being brought close, he/she was really the 129p. He was sacrificing himself with the aid of
thoughts of Teshuva and holiness (7awnn) and with the aid of the actions of bringing the
animal (mwyn)®. He was aiming to reach the level where he could truly give his life for G-d if

need be — become his own 3277 in an absolutely literal sense. Hence — '7% 29 02 297 °2 07X
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* Josephus reports that that the marble of the Herod’s Second Temple building was so smooth, that the sun
reflected off it in such a way that, even were one in a part of Jerusalem where one could not see the Beis
HaMikdash directly, one would see the shimmering light reflected off it. In this way, wherever one was in
Jerusalem, one was always aware of the presence of the Beis HaMikdash.
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— a man should sacrifice his inner essence to be a sacrifice to G-d.> He would sacrifice his
physical self too, if this would be the Will of G-d?.

Prior to the First Sin, the First Man did not need the use of sacrifices to bring himself
close to G-d — he was able to this unaided ®. And this is another meaning of 2on 29> 2 278
15 1277 — Adam (as in the first man) — when he brought himself*. Nor did he need any
Mishkan or Beis Mikdash to do this. The whole of Gan Eden was his Mishkan®. There he
was placed to serve his Neshama — ®7nw 772v9. And Adam was his own Cohen Gadol!”

But, after the sin of Adam and Chava, G-d needed to create an opportunity for
everyone to connect to Him. G-d set up certain patterns of connection and placed them in our
hands®. We know that every Jew participated in the building of the Mishkan®. For, every
Neshama of each Jew belongs to the bigger whole of the macro-Neshama of Klal Yisrael,
which, in turn was the core of the Neshama of the First Man'®. Now, with the Korbanos, we
see this idea extended to the non-Jews as well'!. Representing the outer layers of the First
Man’s soul, they too were invited to bring Korbanos to this international center for
connecting with G-d*2. (See note *3)
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A non-Jew, however, was only able to bring an Olah, not a Shlamim. Rav Hirsch explains that this is because
the non-Jew is not able to sanctify the world by partaking of it. He can only use the world to sanctify himself.

Therefore, he is instructed to bring a Korban which is Kulah LaSh-m. A Jew, on the other hand, can
also bring a Shlamim, from which the Baalim eat. A Jew can be mekadesh and metaken this world and hence
can actually eat from the Korban.
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Hence, the idea of the nia7p was to show that everyone counts, that everyone has a
right to connect to spirituality.

How did this connection take place?

22 37 % 0R'- it is “from within you” that should be brought near” - it is your inner
core that is the center of this process®. What does that mean? Firstly, mianp had to be
voluntary — 1mx 27> — 1. The action had to be accompanied by his heart and his mind®.

In fact much more than just intention to fulfill a Mitzvah took place here. It had to be
done out of a commitment to do Teshuva Shleimah®.

The whole environment and experience surrounding the bringing of a Korban
facilitated this.

We already explained above the effect of the physical structure of the Temple, of the Leviim
and the Cohanim on this person’s soul. When a person came to the Mishkan — and later the
Beis HaMikdash - he saw a complete symbolism of the structure of man. He witnessed a
model through which he could understand how to construct holiness within himself®. The
mia7p were a part of this. They were the way the G-d’s Kedusha was translated through the
Beis HaMikdash into the world”. They were full of moral and spiritual lessons of how to
build our character and lead our lives. For example:
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In fact, the prophets repeatedly made it clear that bringing n127p without integrating
the messages that they conveyed was not pleasing to G-d°.There were in fact dozens of
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different types of Korbanos, each one very a different message from the other. They reflected
the full range of different national and individual states, and flowed through a daily, weekly
and annual cycle. Shlamim for example, were brought to correct deficiencies in our trait of
Chesed, while Olos related more to our Bein Adam LeMakom deficiencies®.

The day started with 212 5w 7nn - “I thank G-d for having brought me from darkness
to light.”> We wake up, newly amazed at the magnificence of creation, and turn to the
Creator to thank Him®. In Mincha (2°va7ws 12 w 127p), during the busiest part of the day, the
Cohanim would help us refocus our lives - as with the Korban, so with Mincha today” .

And it was not just the person who benefited. The Arizal explains that all aspects of
creation are raised to their perfection, by having a representative of each particular species
offered as a sacrifice to Hashem. The menachos (meal offerings) and oil represent the plant
kingdom. The zevachim (slaughtered animal offerings) represent the animal kingdom. The
salt that was sprinkled on all the Korbanos represents the mineral kingdom. Finally, the
Kohen who offered the Korbanos represents mankind, to elevate the entire human race”.

When someone brought a 3277, he would do so from the best of his possessions —
ideally an expensive, domestic animal in perfect shape - a prize bull or sheep, etc®. By
showing that the best of what he has really belongs to HaSh-m, the person would thereby be
educating himself that he has to serve HaSh-m with all that he has’. He would be showing
that he recognizes that everything connects ultimately back to HaSh-m®, that at a deeper
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® This establishes within us the notion that our day is meant to be spent in service of Him.
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level, there is no reality besides HaSh-m*. (In those days, when there was still a 1"y7 x>, this
was considerably more challenging than we can imagine today - see note 2.) This was not
just Tahara - the purity achieved by withdrawal from evil. Rather, it was an active Kedushah -
of the type achieved by an active engagement of G-d’s world®. Korban then - n127pn7 - to
reconnect everything to its source®.

By using the Korban to dedicate all of his physical possessions, the Korban, served as
a springboard to dedicate all of his faculties, character traits, creativity and uniqueness - all
should be dedicated to increasing spirituality, to revealing the Oneness of G-d in the world:
He would place his hands on the animal, in lieu of his actions; he would say Viduy in lieu of
his speech; he would burn the innards and kidneys in lieu of his thoughts and passions®. He
would think to himself: You see that blood on the altar, that ought to be my blood, my very
life on that altar®. But G-d demands that | serve Him with my life, not with my death. Since
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2 The Michtav M'Eliyahu explains that the Yetzer Hara of Avoda Zarah only occurs when we reach a very high
level, and it is then, at that level, that we are able to tune into the great spiritual value of a Korban:
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the days of Yitzchak and the Akeida, | am commanded to bring a 3277 in place of myself, and
to learn from that the total dedication of self that is required.

The arm of that animal, that really should be my arm - indeed | hereby dedicate my
arm to serving only G-d. The heart, the legs, the body — all call on my body parts to be that
daily 1277 in my work, my family life, my joys and sorrows™.

In this way, the person raises the whole animal up, connecting it to its source, and
hence connecting himself?, as well as all the forces of the world back to HaSh-m®.

As far as this explanation goes, the Kuzari warns us that intellectual reasoning alone
will never give us the full picture of closeness to G-d which the Korbanos (or, for that matter,
many other Mitzvos,) gave. The Korbanos are G-d’s Will — and doing His Will gives us an
element of spirituality which intellect alone could never anticipate. Do and you will see”.
There were giants of the spirit — from the First man through to the many prophets at the time
of the Temple who testified to the deep spiritual value of the sacrifices — a testimony arising
out of their actually sacrificing rather than any discussion or ideas®.

Korbanos are a chok, never to be fully grasped by man, and it would be tragic for man
to reduce the full force of G-d’s wisdom to the limitations of our own understanding.® Part of
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our resistance lies in our mw» — the deep need we have to be independent’. And, wherever we
are not busy attributing our own achievements to our own actions alone, we are full of natural
explanations, of secular humanism, of historical, social and economic laws.

Here was the great benefit of the Korban. It restored for us the true perspective of
what was happening. It showed us that all of ourselves belongs to G-d - that we truly have no
life except as a function of His ongoing Will?.

And, while we were doing that, we were busying ourselves with one of the underlying
secrets of creation, by which the entire world is rectified, and the holy sparks inherent in all
of Hashem’s works are elevated to their source, thus forming a link between the Higher and
lower worlds®,
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