2w WIS - YOSEF AND HIS BROTHERS

After briefly mentioning the descendants of Eisav, as it did with Yishmael, the
entire second half of Bereishis deals with Yaakov and his sons, and in particular, with
Yosef. The Tanchuma tells us that this can be compared to a person searching for a
pearl in the sand. His owner will sift the sand as rapidly as he can until he finds the
pearl. Once found, he throws away the sand and pebbles and focuses only on the
pearl’. So critical are the lives of the Shevatim to all of world history that the
Chumash allows us to view their lives and deeds in great depth?.

The twelve tribes, the sons of Yaakov, began the period of the Toldos, those
descended from the Avos. There was a lot of sorting out to do in the first three
generations of the Avos — Avraham, Yitzchak and Yaakov, and there was every
reason to believe that Yaakov, who had achieved a pure attachment to G-d and
holiness, would leave a clear path for the next generation.
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In fact, in the configuration of 0°12% 12°0 max nwyn, Yaakov’s exile to Lavan is
the precursor to our own exile. In our Parsha, the Tribes begin the Parshiyos of
Geulah®. However, they are off to a bumpy start.

Just at the time that Yaakov felt he could look satisfactorily on his spiritual
achievements as being complete, Yosef and his brothers have their dispute®. Yaakov
felt that he now had a pure lineage, with all the Messianic potential within his sons,
and that the final tikun of the world was upon them — m%wa 2w 2py> wp2. However,
he was soon to discover that this was not G-d’s Will — >qor 5w wnn 19y yop.

The 177 says, "These are the generations of Yaakov", and then the verse
mentions only Yosef®, etc., for, in the end, the existence of the other tribes works
through Yosef”. Yosef is now seen by Yaakov as the central core of his lineage®. He is
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the one whose birth allows Yaakov to break loose from Lavan, he is the one to feed
Yaakov and his family in Egypt and it is his dead body that causes the Red Sea to split
for the Jews during the Exodus?. The one tribe that can stand up to the descendents of
Eisav was Yosef:

The brothers, says the Sfas Emes, were twelve pure lineages descending from
the permanent spiritual legacy of the forefathers. So too, we have twelve middle
blessings of the Shmoneh Esreh* to reflect the totality of blessings we could ask for,
each blessing for one of the tribes®. These blessings combine to form a perfect whole,
and the tribes therefore have the seeds of redemption within them.

The brothers are all LeShem Shamayim in their conflict. The proof of this,
says the Sfas Emes, is that there will be both a Moshiach ben Yosef and a Moshiach
ben David, reflecting both of the sides. Each one truly does have a portion of
Malchus, and both ultimately need to and do get expressed®.

In an astonishing statement, the Maharal states that Yosef was as elevated over
his brothers in Malchus as Yaakov was greater than Eisav’. Yosef seems, in every
way, to be up to this role®; he has the spiritual radiance of his father' and seems to
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face the same challenges,” becoming the holiest of the brothers®. He is already
crowned as such, with a multi-colored coat (a mistake®) and leadership of the
housegoldS. Yaakov sees clearly that the shefa of all the brothers must go through
Yosef®.

MALCHUS TRANSFERRED FROM YAAKOV TO YOSEF

And so, for that point in history, the malchus is transferred by Yaakov to
Yosef, who then wants to impose his vision of how to serve G-d on his brothers.
Yosef is, after all, the bechor of Rochel. Rochel’s power was to unite the Jewish
people. She is buried where she can be with Klal Yisrael in exile, gather them
together, and reunite them in Israel’. She bequeathed this power to her son Yosef.

Yosef sees, as did his brothers, a tremendous unity problem threatening the
future of the Jewish people®. Separation can be a function of the immaturity and
arrogance of little people who would rather do their own thing than be a part of a team
and do big things. But it can, in rare instances, be a function of people who are so
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whole and complete that they are self-contained. This is the case of the Shevatim, and
as such, only a Yosef could combine them into one nation. Yosef’s very name means
to gather, to unite all forces™.

The power of Yosef went further. Yosef was able to concentrate the
cumulative achievements of the Avos and pass them on to the Shevatim. Without
Yosef this spiritual legacy would have been lost. Yosef is the transition from the Avos
to the Toldos (for everything has its transition). Yosef has two children who become
Shevatim, Ephraim and Menashe. Just like Yaakov, the Av, produces Shevatim from
his children®. Hence, when the brothers appear in front of Yosef in Egypt, he says nxr
»m wy - your spiritual continuity has to go through me*. And he was right°.

But, when Yosef speaks badly of his brothers® and dreams that he would rule
over them, they begin to hate him’. As a result, the easy option of the brothers
embracing his leadership lapses and each one goes his separate way®. This seems
tragic, but it is exactly what G-d wanted to happen, for it is necessary for Yosef to be
sent ahead to Egypt in order to prepare the way for Yaakov and the brothers, both
physically and spiritually®. The Nesivos Shalom goes even further -- if the brothers
had maintained their unity, they would have been spiritually too powerful for the
Midas HaDin to cause their exile into Egypt, a necessary prelude to the Sinai
experience. Therefore, the Divine Will guided them into thinking that Yosef’s midah
was no greater than their own'°.
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THE ROLE OF A TZADIK AND A BAAL TESHUVA

What is Yosef’s midah (known as Yesod)? Yosef is called Yosef HaTzadik,
providing the strength for generations to guard our holiness against all kinds of
seduction®. Yosef resists the seduction of the wife of Potifera successfully and for no
other reason than to serve his G-d?>. Now that he rules over himself, and is not
controlled by base sensuality, he is ready to become ruler of all of Egypt as well®.

To this righteousness he adds his vision — his dreams - a powerful combination
which Yaakov was waiting to see realized*.

And yet his brothers call him a nv1onn Sv2, and in some respect they are right.
For the real n13%n is ultimately entrusted to the descendents of Yehuda®. Yosef gains a
a G-dly letter to his name, the letter 17 in 701, Yehuda’s entire name is reflective of
the name of G-d°. But it is Yosef who now has to lead the Jewish people.
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YOSEF — A RODEF?

The brothers, says the Maharal, hate Yosef for his greatness,’ even though the
Chumash testifies that all the brothers were righteous people®. But their different
approaches to serving HaSh-m led to different historical roles.

And they are quite clear about their feelings®. Even before his dreams he is
persona-non-grata by Bnei Leah®. They feel that Yosef is using his greatness to
exclude them from the spiritual heritage of their forefathers®. Were they then to
become another Yishmael and Eisav?® At best, Yosef is a pretender to Yehuda’s royal
royal crown’. The brothers decide that Yosef is a 5711 (or perhaps a m3»3 71m) and
deserves to die®. They are certain that they, as sons of Yaakov, are spiritually sound.
If Yosef could not recognize this, then that was a part of his dimyon-weakness®. They
feel that his error lay not in delusion but in not seeing far enough — into the Messianic
world when all of our current realities will be shown to be but whiffs of dreams™. If
only they saw that he was their vital bridge to the very future they envisioned'!! But
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°Rashi and the Ramban disagree as to who Yosef was accusing of the Aveiros. Rashi says it was Bnei
Leah who were under the gun. To which the Ramban responds that, if that were the case, then the
Bnei Shfachos should have come to his defense. Rather it was the latter which he accused, while Bnei
Leah opposed his leadership role.
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just to be sure, they would allow the forces of nature to kill him, the snakes and
scorpions in the pit, rather than do it with their own hands'. When they see him
survive the pit, they drop the idea of killing, and sell him into slavery instead?.

YOSEF’S SELF CONTROL

Yosef the Tzadik has total control of his own desires. His control withstands
the daily seductions of Eishes Potifar>. He finally seems to have given in, and
approaches Potifar’s house to have relations with his wife, when an image of his
father gives him the final strength to hold back®. Yosef has such tremendous control
over himself that the environment around him continuously yields to him. As a slave
to Potifar, he is given total control of his household. Thrown into prison, he is
immediately appointed the chief prisoner. Crowned second only to Pharaoh, he makes
all the licentious Egyptians undergo circumcision, thus imposing his control on
others.

Yosef HaTzadik is convinced that his Derech Avodah is what is needed for
everyone. Zos Asu VeChiyu — do this and you will be spiritually alive, he tells his
brothers (when they still think he is a foreign ruler of Egypt), ki ani yareh Elokim, for
| am close to G-d, and fear him® (strange words for an Egyptian). Yosef believes this
so deeply that he tries to break the brothers’ power. He ties up Shimon, separating
him from Levi, his old partner in killing Shechem®. He tries to co-opt Binyamin, the
only brother not implicated in his sale’ and separate him from the brothers®. For their
own sakes, and for the sake of the future of the Jewish people, the brothers must bow
down to him and yield to his approach to things.
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Yosef does not achieve all that he wants to, but his influence as the archetypal
Tzadik lives on. Like the Avos, his soul is big enough to encompass the entire Jewish
People — hence one of the names of the Jewish People to this day is qo» nww?, and it
is his strength which allows us to stand up to the long hellish onslaught of Eisav
through the centuries. In the end, our spark of eternity will be too much for Eisav and
he will be defeated by a descendant of Yosef, Moshiach ben Yosef?. The Messianic
era will enter through a descendant of Yehuda, Moshiach ben David, and the tension
betweengthe different approaches to Avodah by Yosef and Yehuda will be completely
resolved”.
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The beginnings of this rapprochement already take place in the life of the
brothers. By the time of the famine, described in next week’s parsha, the brothers
already regret the sale of Yosef and see the famine as an opportunity to go and
recover him®*. They all accept collective blame for the misfortune that seems to befall
them after Shimon gets tied up®. From there, it is one long march to the future unity of
of the Jewish people, a people whose combined Kedusha is unstoppable.

QDY TANY MINIX OPIN PIPY PR I9IN DAY WY IWEM 20 1IN Y7 INIY : 10 1 DMy

DN DIV 95 1DY DY PRIPI IR DI : (OW) y7'v)

(N, 779 D27 PWNI) D73 10X, PIITOIN APV NINY GO APy MITHIN MM ) — PIAVH PN 1NN PITY 1)
DYXY WAYT PNPIRA P NYYHY 2T XINY NN DDIWIAY 9INT PHPIND 1IN DT DT YT 10 I0IT PHPINR PIT
NI D) 73 OV IRV INY DY IRIW INIPI 12 Y 10 DNYT 70 D TYD 0»PN 92T RINY DN NNWIT DIPON
T 993 HNIW MY Y91

MPWN NN NYHY 17 NN XA 12 KIN 27 TN DIWIN YN NP XN DIWIN IYIIN 1IN £ 2) ND
PTY I IMONY GO 12 NOPWN TYT )2

T P9, NMURIN Y INOYHD MY

DINDY 7292 NI NPT VAVYN MYYD XD GO 12 NYN NI TIT 12 NOYH DNIPY NNIN J2IPN MY 199
YD) PIND DY 0PN N MNNIN

SN TAN DTN GOV XY TIAT 1 299> W) PAYY 77 9 P9 1Y MNP AP 21— PAWD TIPN 1090 P18 17 °
.©°291 BN BYYNA MNPHRD PYTYT NI B9V 12 PRY DK ,D¥PIAN PN THN

NN 12 DM XY NYAN KON MY KIPHN TAIX INIY 31 qOP NN 1T ) NPDI K w9 117 v
D8N TPY BMAN DNY THNYIY PARY 1NN NN PINY DAINNY T) SNNON DAMNY POINND PO MDD
1IN NNN NYT D912 DI

19197 NIAN 7D THY DY NIIIY DWIY YN N9 X Y IIIN 9Y ONTY : DNIN DINDWR YN : X M NW 1191°
MY 191D WY NYN 1% NN DMWY INNY PRY MY NN15Y Y9N N2 KXY, TAN YN 1PN DRY T



