X% nwd - WHY IS GIVING SUCH A JEWISH TRAIT - WHY IS IT SUCH A
SPIRITUAL ACT

The Sefas Emes tells us that Avraham the monotheist (of last week's parsha) was
a gift to the whole world. Avraham the Giver, however, was a special gift to the Jewish
people’. It is clear that Avraham Avinu’s giving was rooted in the sublime; he wasn’t just
a giver because he was naturally kind and it gave him pleasure to give. The chesed
elevated Avraham Avinu to the degree that his very name onnax means oM ax, the
elevated father of the Jewish people®. The Akeidah was meant to prove that Avraham’s
Chesed was not just a natural midah, not just something he did because he enjoyed
doing®. In the words of the Gra, he completed his giving personality by also showing the
opposite®, thereby proving that the giving was all motivated by a desire to do the Will of
G-d.

Our Parsha opens with Avraham Avinu having a prophetic conversation with G-d:
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The prophecy itself, clearer and more connecting than anything Avraham had
experienced before®, took place in the clearness of the day and without the isolation and
intense meditation which prophecy normally requires®. He was far from the altar he had
built, he was in pain and sitting in the heat of the day, and he was sitting rather than
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prostrated — none of which facilitates prophecy’. Yet, after his Milah, Avraham Avinu
now merited prophecy even under such adverse circumstances®.

JEWISH DISTINCTIVENESS LEADS TO GREATER ENGAGEMENT

The Bris Milah was a covenant between Avraham and G-d°. By its very nature, it
excluded all other peoples of the world. The decision to go ahead with such a covenant
was an extremely difficult one for Avraham Avinu'®, as by separating himself from the
rest of the world, the act of Milah contradicted everything that he had stood for and
worked towards up till now'. Avraham Avinu’s whole life was spent reaching out to
people - and now he stood alone; Avraham Halvri, he on one side with a special
covenant, and the rest of the world on the other'.

Reality turned out to be quite different. After circumcision, Avraham Avinu found
himself more engaged with the world than ever before. He was immediately faced with
the challenge of looking after the three idolaters, after which he pleads with G-d to save
the idolatrous Sedom™®. He finds himself more concerned than ever with the fate of all of
mankind and each individual as well**.

Avraham was now reaping the rewards of his special new ‘covenantal’
relationship: a private conversation with G-d*. Since he had perfected his body through
removal of the Orla, Avraham became a human Mishkan, the perfect receptacle to
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“Actually, although this is what he thought, the result proved to be the opposite. The Midrash

says that people flocked to him afterwards in ever greater numbers:
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receive G-d’s presence’®. In the middle of this prophetic conversation, Avraham was
faced with a challenge. Three idolatrous men showed up at his tent door, and he was
challenged to end his special, prophetic conversation'’ - the greatest joy imaginable on
earth™® - and to reach out to them. Would it not be a Chillul HaSh-m to ignore G-d when
He is conversing with you'®? Yet, Avraham Avinu does just that, giving mankind the
eternal lesson of the principle:
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Doing a maaseh mitzvah, is a greater level of spirituality than having a private
mediation with HaSh-m?'. The latter is a gift, and therefore never really becomes a part
of the E)erson, while the former is an acquisition and internalization of a real G-d-like
quality?. “It is not abstract contemplation but fresh pulsating faithful-to-G-d active life
that attains proximity to G-d.”?* But the fact that an act of chesed was chosen to teach
this principle has special significance.

Astonishingly, Avraham Avinu, in fact, asked HaSh-m to wait for him while he
ran out to greet these G-dless people?”. Remarkably, G-d did just that®. He waited
patiently while Avraham Avinu engaged in the messy business of washing feet,
slaughtering animals, running back and forth as an old man still in pain from his
circumcision?.
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YIn fact, the Malbim tells us that he did not end the conversation in the end:
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The Midrash tells us that when Avraham ran out to meet the Malachim, blood
dripped from his fresh circumcision®’. The bris of milah - the covenant separating the
Jewish people - was thereby mixed with the bris of chesed — the covenant of separation
engaging them to give to the rest of the world®. Just as it seemed to Avraham that he
was being forced to disengage from the world, he saw that his very act of separation
provided the purification that was to enable an even higher level of engagement and
giving. In fact, immediately after this act Avraham Avinu found himself going even
further, pleading for the lives of a corrupt group of city-states, Sodom and its partners®,
people whose lives were the total opposite of the act of chesed he had just done to the
Malachim®.

CHESED TO THREE ANGELS — A GIFT TO ALL JEWS

The Torah goes into unusual detail in describing this event of greeting the Angels:
what Avraham said, what Sarah prepared, Avraham’s running to and fro, etc., because
this was the culminating event of Avraham Avinu’s life of giving and kindness. Why do
these details of this mitzvah receive such pride of place in our holy Torah?

We see from this that greatness lies in details and not in grand ideas. Beware the
man who talks of love of the whole universe but pushes on line; of the one who talks big
but does little®!. Greatness lies in the running to and fro®?, in the fact that Avraham so
badly wanted to give but was still able to say the equivalent of, “and if all you want to do
is have a drink, I won’t keep y0u33.” Greatness lies in the fact that Avraham Avinu was
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on the third day after his circumcision and still in great pain — yet he did not allow that to
stop his kindness. Avraham and Sarah did these things personally and did not just
delegate them to servants®* because this was no chore; they were genuinely happy to
receive people® and much holier because of it. Three people, one tongue for each, three
slaughtered animals® served with delicacies®’. Clearly, just taking care of hunger was not
the goal®. The Tanchuma tells us that these were no little acts. They triggered a
relationship with G-d which was to protect the Jewish people centuries into the future®.
(See note for the midah keneged midah).

Avraham’s chesed was perfected to the degree that this became a spiritual genetic
endowment of Jews for all time, one of the three signs of any Jew anywhere®. It was so
powerful that even after Lot went to live with the evil Sedomites and participated in
some of their evil** he was still willing to risk his life to be hospitable to the three
Malachim, one of whom came to tell him of the destruction of Sedom*. For Lot had
imbibed Avraham’s chesed into his very bones however perverted it became®®. After the
destruction of Sedom, Lot’s daughters entrap their father into an incestuous relationship.

WHWY WY MNY 1M PR IWN 91N DTRN D MDA IPYN 111 PINY DNIIX Y1 1PN YN DYOY : 1 o yam™
X7 12 29NN, 0N57 NYWYI NMIN T NI DINR IR NN XN TON NN LIDNY TRND 1PT XIN 29N G2 WR NIND
$ 199 DTN PNIVNN TAN T DY N1 9D NYY NI, PNTIND MUY 2101 71 993 12 DWH P20 9PN DIPN ON

LONIRD NN NN DY) X NYN D95 DY DIWINN 1INYNN X RI X PIDD N PI9 MYRIA DY NP anon®
0N NNNNT DITY PIY NI 2INDN NYTINY IR ,7PN DNRND NNAN DNNIPY XTIV NYT DNNN NN WY NPNIYIT
NYY NINT O) 98,0179 NYAPD ¥I0IN I8N IPYN NXIN T2 ONNIPY INXIINA NIV ,DXNTIND N9 NYIP ON IMDN
INON INH OIPHN DV WX Y IN TOIN TITD ,DMON INIA TY NDITY NNNYA VAN NNIT PN DY NYD HIIY
NIV, PION 279PNND 1292 NINNYN DTHINN NYO NYD D51 55 1NN INHD DIPN PININD VAN MYIYN NI PIYY
STIND NN YTHYA IDNN TN NN JPNY DNNRIPY NN NORIN PO DNND NN9ND DNXRIPY NI XM

: (PNVIVIY WITDN Y G5 TIWIWIN)

T 2I0) T N7 T OV P2 TN 12 2I0) T 9P 12 NP XNOT OXIMNVY /) PNV 1D T P9 X XDININ V)W‘Tbse

:199801 XY IND DAPSY THY NIM D99 11 AWY TWR 1PN 121 2190 NN NP <N 1Y’
: (19 972) DTN NNWY ) 12YIRND 2T 1P D19 7) 1 1D YA

YOV 75 55 DNYA NN NNPD PYT KDY TAR DY DIND WO PV WP ... (2 NN) N2 PYRIL ) N 1~3m38
NNP OIND WHY NN ,OWIN TIT DY) DTIADH DNNY I YOI YTYOW IX ,NATHY MW N0 NI ... DOWIN
10PN PPI NYD PRO YOVN Do NNININ MM, N0 JN MYYD

AN NN NYW MY WHoW T2 99 \1IN DN N¥IW MY WY 19w 17PN YUK ... T P19 XY XmImn wiTn®
INIYHOIPDA 1Y YI9 NN INN MWD 11NN ONIAN XD 1PN TN DNNIPY I NI DNIINR JY M Wow 1N N
MINIY NDI MINA 7229 1M OIN NP 1NY NN DNX (D DT 1IND NN YN 109 PYYN NI NI 20N /1 1NN
VYN NN NNNX (DY) NI NN DINN IR ND MNN T2)IY JNN MIN NI 1Y NINK NN NY WR ONY INPN (2 MNY)
92752 D9 INA DNY IMI MR DI NIIN NNN TI9N NN VYN VYN (1D DY) /NIY VYN VYA JPRNIY NN YN MIN
NNIN DX 77 NN DR (T 7OYY) IDRIY INDIV DI DININ N DX I8N NINX NNN IND Y (KD 127H2) NIV
PIY NYODYY 1T DY INYAN NN NS (N 719DNI) 2DNIT N2ID MINN 0N INN N NYN DNN NYYM NINN NDNN JPY N3
NNNPN DN INN MIN 29N IRNN NNPY NNN (TO MNY) DN DI VNN NN DNY N NNPRI NINN NNN NN DTN O

(25 D027 NN 25N P2

40

D>TON 2NN DNIWMIM DNNNIN IT NNIND ¥ DINYD NYIVY - VY MND
41

V2N ON N7 VY YT
N-X:O ﬂ’\’)N'D42

“ He thought nothing of giving his daughters to be profaned by the Sedomites outside his door.



One child is appallingly called axw — ax — n — a child from my father** — and vet still,
Avraham’s chesed enters into this new nation, to be redeemed by Rus the Moavi on her
conversion to Judaism and to enter into the spiritual genetic stream of Moshiach
himself!*®

CHESED AS THE WAY TO HARMONIZE WITH G-D’S ACTIONS

We need to understand why it was that the father of the Jewish People was
characterized by perfection in kindness and giving. Wherein lies the particular Kedusha
of Chesed, that Avraham made this his spiritual core?*®

The uniqueness of this Mitzvah lies in the fact that it draws on us imitating G-d’s
ways. 772 navm — you should walk in His ways*’ - is a methodology to harmonize
ourselves with His actions*®. G-d manifests in this world with actions of kindness: He
clothes the naked, as he did with the Adam and Chava®; He visits the sick, as He did
with Avraham Avinu after his circumcision®®; He comforts the mourners as He did with
Yitzchak over the loss of Avraham®' and He buries the dead, as he did to Moshe
Rabeinu®. Although G-d has other manifestations in this world, such as His attribute of
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Justice, it is only through walking in His ways of Chesed that we cleave to Him>*- just as
He does acts of kindness and is righteous, so should we>*.

G-d set up the world in such a way that we are His creation partners in completing
the world®. This insures that our acts of giving have the maximum effect. G-d’s actions
in this world are acts of giving® and it was Avraham who was first to discover and then
teach this "7 797°’. Avraham understood that the master host is G-d — we are all guests in
“His home”, every second of our existence®, and that therefore hospitality is the way
par-excellence of following in His ways®. He also discovered that our giving triggers that
Midah of HaSh-m’s — it allows HaSh-m to do just what He wants to do — give to us®.

AVRAHAM SACRIFICES OBVIOUS SPIRITUALITY FOR SOMETHING HIGHER

Avraham’s culminating act of holiness was to run out to meet a bunch of heathen
idolaters, wash their feet and serve them food and drink, hardly the stuff of high spiritual
trips we might think. Having just perfected his own body through cutting off the extra
foreskin®, it would have been tempting for Avraham Avinu to follow the models of great
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kabbalists, high and spiritual people®® who spent their days meditating on G-d and the
cosmos — models which Avraham rejected. “G-d has enough Angels in Shamayim,” he
reasoned®®. “Can I possibly add to the world by being angel one million and one, leaving
the rest of the world to despair and alienation?®* He did not create me as a human in
order to be an angel, but to be something greater than that.” And how right he was!® It
was Avraham, his hands dirtied by the dust of idolatry, who became the Forefather of the
Jewish people, not the holy Shem, Chanoch or Ever®.

G-d created this opportunity for Avraham so that he would be faced with the stark
choice of giving up his prophecy for the sake of a higher goal, of walking in G-d's Ways.

Ironically, Avraham’s chesed was not really successful, for Malachim don’t really
need to eat. But G-d’s intention was to prod Avraham to do the action, to model real
spirituality for Jews of all time®”.

The Parsha begins with this act of Chesed and it ends with the Akeidas
Yitzchak®, which proved the true intent of that Chesed. The (apparent) recipient of that
Chesed, the Malach at the beginning of the Parsha announced the birth of Yitzchak®,
which takes place in between these two events. The parsha begins with Avraham and
Sarah doing individual acts of chesed, taking care of a living person’s needs, and it peaks
with Avraham and Sarah doing fundamental chesed - the birth of Yitzchak, giving life to
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a nevyohuman being. Now they are truly imitators of G-d, His partners in producing life
itself™.

Sarah, as we know, needed a huge miracle to be able to have children, lacking as
she did a womb. But this was turned into a strength; an utterly unnatural beginning to the
Jewish people, placing them forever above the plane of natural, historical laws. Avraham
and Sarah had no normal continuity from the past. Within the realm of the natural Sarah
was childless. Neither Terach, Avraham Avinu’s father, nor Besuel or Lavan, Rivka’s
and Leah and Rochel’s fathers respectively, were fit to be considered ancestors of the
Jewish people. Therefore, it was necessary for the Jewish people to have a clean break
from their ancestry. Sarah was barren and so was Rivkah, Rochel and Leah, creating a
discontinuity between their progeny and their ancestors, so that the Jewish people begin
from them'*.

77 79710 PINK NP DX P2 DX M TUN WND PRYT I 10 N PURID
PN T AUN DTN DY T NN WD VIV NPT MYYY

VAV NPT Yo 1 77 2wy “The generation must be born and brought up not
to a “belief in G-d” but to fulfilling His commands.” (Rav Hirsch'®)

Avraham Avinu showed us that being kind is not simply a value on the menu of
optional events — rather it is one of the fundamentals demanded of man’, a key to
unlocking reaching all the rest of the Torah™. If man is not good to his fellow-man, he
loses, to some degree, his right to exist’”>. For ultimately, as we have seen the quality of
being a giver is nurtured by one’s love and connection with G-d - G-d therefore calls
Avraham Avinu — »amx omax.
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Shem Mishmuel gives a similar explanation for the slavery. The slavery was totally non-productive and
therefore literally soul-destroying, undermining any sense of human dignity of the Jews. It was as if the
Jews were destroyed in Egypt and recreated anew.

322 97,00 MwNIa

P31 IIINN P IRT Py DX 9T DX 1IN TIPN 5Y WD) 90¥3 NIOY DTX 2N : 1-3 NN WY ;19 a7
DTN Y DWITIN DIPYN

TPON DY NOY YISM TON NANNI LAV MYY DN 2D THYN YT PPON' N NN 210 DN DR T2 TIN: NI nomn’

7 1 NI IRY TPYRID NYYN D3 NYNN 19Y... DPP Y ¥ TRR D52 N¥NDIW YW 10N T8N P : N N MIN ,bwnrﬂs
INN OINYNI TWUN DTN 2N NN IX IV PPV NIRIY PWHYN ... NIPNIN...2I0 NXIN DTNV INI... 20 D

72PNY THPNAN NANKRND NN NN TONN NI : 17OV 76



