117 DD - THE DEATH OF YAAKOV

THE REDEMPTION IS HIDDEN

Over half of Sefer Bereishis covers the events of Yaakov Avinu’s life*. We see
a man whose entire life was struggle and hardship, without a moment’s rest>. He
grows up with Eisav, and he flees for his life into the hands of the most manipulative
of cheats, Lavan the idolater. He flees again only to face Eisav once more. He
escapes, and is faced with the problems of Dina and Shechem, of Yosef disappearing,
of Shimon not returning from Egypt, of having to risk Binyamin. A massive famine
forces him and his family to give up on what they were trying to build: the future of
the Jewish people in Israel.
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But, the final seventeen years of his life in Egypt® were totally peaceful,
without pain and without even a Yetzer Hara. Yaakov was living at a level of °n
21y, a level of Olam Haba®. The Gematriah of seventeen, in fact, is 2m. This nn,
this esxtremely high level of “life”, is absorbed by the Jewish people and hidden in
them?.

Now, mn? 1»° 12971 On his deathbed, Yaakov sees that he has established the
core unit of the Jewish people. He goes into Egypt, 1n°21 w>x®, a man and his home. He
has twelve sons, each unique, each with his own talents, each dedicated to serving G-
d together without compromising his own unique contribution’. Yaakov therefore
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“The seventeen years which are introduced [at the beginning of our parsha] are really the only ones in

which Jacob lived a quiet undisturbed life. ... But it was rather the troubled years of his life ... that
were those in which Jacob won his everlasting national importance ...”
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R Hirsch: o°u %77, here denoted o°»y %77 ... in spite of their being united ... by their all having the one
common spiritual and moral mission .... They are nevertheless ... a diversity of tribes (a o°»» 577). The
nation is to represent agriculture as well as commerce, militarism as well as culture and learning. ...
Torah is not dependent on any particular kind of calling or trait, but that the whole of mankind in all
its shades and diversity, can equally find its common calling in the one common spiritual and moral
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feels that the time is ripe to give his children a full view of world history, the current
and future exiles of the Jewish people® and their redemption up to and including the
Messianic Era® - 135 ypa nk mab wpa®. In fact, the Geula from Egypt and the
redemption at the end of days are similar in many ways*. And — just as Avraham
Avinu began the Jewish people - Yaakov, the last of the Avos, is the one to bestow
upon the Jewish people their end and their purpose expressed by the redemption®.

Yaakov’s death opened the way to the unfolding of the horrible Egyptian
slavery® (see below). That exile was to provide the historical pattern for our own, long
sojourn in Galus Edom’. The brothers and their father thought that their Egyptian
sojourn would quickly pass, and, given the famine and Parhoah’s love of Yosef, it

mission and outlook in life. ... Only in its having such a result does it altogether make any difference
that Ephraim and Menashe are to grow into two separate tribes.
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was the perfect place to be in the short term®. But Yaakov never left Egypt alive®. And
that long sojourn is just what we experience now®.

Yaakov wanted to reveal how all this would end* -  n*anxa 030X x> WX AR
o°n>n — and he did, in fact manage to hint at it in his blessings - 72w %12’ 3 7 — but
the ability to reveal it clearly was hidden from him®. For the tribes were not yet holy
enough to glide on top of history instead of going through it®. G-d intervened, Yaakov
lost his Ruach HaKodesh, and he gave the tribes their blessings instead’. Had we
known the date of redemption in the distant future, we would stop hoping that each
day was the last until Moshiach comes; we would feel that we have time to build and
live in our personal palaces — and sink ever more permanently into the exile; we
would no longer pray for an end which already was predicted®.

12 oY XY AWM L2977 2191 oW T PYM 07NN O NN OW ONTY 1230 ONYY 07 2PV 1200 (md 1Mt
(7 T2 2°99) 1MARWY 12,10 PIRG 277 MY own MHY? 007120 1M ,17 1291 401 IR TN Y9 2,17 27X naa
W10 PR 2¥T7T 720 70 PPTAVY WK IRXY YA PR 9D 1R PIRD M

725 AR MY WY BV DWW YD 21PN, PMAKY 1937 aw An ,MSAT 09 TIR PAR 9 8D TIM: 19 10 7200

NNRT ToNT 0DMARY DM OV N3 N7 D ,07°3 AR M0 AR - DITRY A OV WA 191 71D 1 7" amn°
AMIRY NIPDAT IRWD WP VI R? ,TRD WDOY TR MOAT 20001 CWIR 17971 2977 21907,V oP9R 712 1w Nk
1IN 117120 DNIRIA 720 DR T2 7O LR IR 2 9372 NIR 19901 117 13971 1NINEY WY 0°RIR 2200 12

17199 P01 1R L' NP RN

v TP WMPY (R X)) "2 PR nR Mo wpaw

71197, NPMIARA DONR XIP° WK AR DNIW T AW A0 DNON IR PRI IR M93Y 2Py wpa :hd a1
19 90,7 WODWR I NIRAY 170 5 PR 2pY° 11 93 00,010 12 T NIRW TR AT M9AT YA mwan mnh
TV 32IN0 DRI AWADT R L,I7OW K12 0D TV IARW 1M 10027 D922 1w 1AV 17w 0091 .MaRyk cwhw 2py oon

21377 QNDIT INPA? X7 °W OMN07 YR

M3 2pYY WP 259K NwHn M0 T 1"pE YW DR NNRD NYARY ... X PI0D n PID wRAA Yy onpm®
DLW NMAW 22 1R 17D RUA 072 PR XM 7RI 172 M232 02K PR IR 722 2K 7207 7100 131 3p2000 v
SYY PRI MY IR PR 12 a8 0"TE R 9™Mp XD 020w MW DMK 902 1R O3 WIRT M0 12w 00 89 ' RY
9217 TOW T ATAT PR DRIWY 22 NYAY 0D 2PV NIRIP MR XYY XTI XNP AR PR 0D L,RP AR a9 170127 DRIp WR

DR 77122 728D MR 2271272 10997 79 2P ARIWD A1 TI0 77730 9007

APY® 212 WA IXAPT (2) DA NNRA DONX RIP® MWK DR DI TR IDOKA AR P12 9K 2Py R (K) v’
:02°2R PR HR Wwnun
10X 0°727 WA PINM 10 Wan IRPPN0N PR DR M2 wpa (A'2) - 2R TR R un "wn

MR KD 7" R PRA MDY 2PV WRawd R (01 T3P WP WA DY TPy WD 1% 1D T — P *hd°
N7 910 WP K91 MR IR ROW 77 Pr1 Jwn 7 33T % 27120 9V 01 D7 RDw 9 (20 ywY) 2pY R
XY 77910 IR WP M NT 202w 72 PNIART YR ' ONM ON0 19 9Y ,ARIRAT 1 DWRNNIT W0 WP NP0
MY A7 0°27 2" YNNI YR PR JAT2 19°DK 19192 718 W 772 1WA TWRI TR0 NI YR 0900 10 o 7T
DR PWTT IR 229 1 72021,0707 1712 201X YWY 22N 01190 0°N2 077 PN DAY MXINA 2°awINnT PIRT
ORI NAWRA 2772 LW PR DRIW W P10 1T 3IAY LW oI 1"apn 2" ,aXR DR aR°aa2 2% 902 0w
19 5,009 YT 0 0082 MDA PRW DY Onh X2 T PIN L,00% RY POR2 ANNR 2% DY 2°2win NYnR Wwpaw
5¥ ,0°7%7) PR 1R Yap YW 72°W° 07 Wp2 RIFT 2IRMT 700 0°1°2 K7 90 722 W WK DPIWRIT MNTA
X7 DaR 2py> 717 0O YT OXP AW DAma MTTT INIRG JWHAIT AT PRw MR 2pY ) P10D T 105 a0 1

SITITY AT P DWONY XYW NAART PRI 23 ROW 070 O 797 1729 2pY OR %D 2Py M1



Hence this parsha is a closed parsha (7n0), which literally means that there is
no gap of even the minimum nine letter-spaces between the previous parsha and this
one. (See note®) imno — for Galus darkens our spiritual eyes and deadens our heart.

Each new parsha has its own holiness, but the light of this parsha is hidden
(7 no). The light exists in exile, but it gets hidden deep in the hearts and minds of
the Jewish people. Usually there are gaps between the Parshios to give us a chance to
reflect and understand what is happening. But now, on the surface, things become
hidden and unclear®.

When Yaakov Avinu lost his Ruach HaKodesh a great dread overcame him.
The Sages explain what happened next:

R. Simeon b. Lakish said: And Jacob called unto his sons, and said: Gather
yourselves together, that | may tell you [that which shall befall you in the end of
days]. Jacob wished to reveal to his sons the ‘end of the days’, whereupon the
Shechinah departed from him. Said he, ‘Perhaps, Heaven forfend there is one unfit
among my children, like Abraham, from whom there issued Ishmael, or like my father
Isaac, from whom there issued Esau.’ [But] his sons answered him, ‘Hear O Israel,
the L-rd our G-d the L-rd is One: just as there is only One in thy heart, so is there in
our heart only One.’ In that moment our father Jacob opened [his mouth] and
exclaimed, ‘Blessed be the name of His glorious kingdom for ever and ever.’ Said the
Rabbis, How shall we act? Shall we recite it, — but our Teacher Moses did not say it.
Shall V\Llle not say it — but Jacob said it! [Hence] they enacted that it should be recited
quietly™.

The Sages also tell us that when Moshe Rabbeinu went up to receive the
Torah, he heard the angels saying 1"2n5wa. Moshe subsequently told this to the Jewish
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people. Why do the Jewish people not say it aloud? It is like a person who stole some
crown jewels. He gave them to his wife but warned her not to wear them in public;
only in the privacy of their home®. However, on Yom Kippur, when we are as pure as
the ministering Angels?, the Jewish people say 1">n>wa aloud?®,

There is an even higher level than Yom Kippur, that of the Messianic era,
when it will be enough for us to say that G-d is One (the first pasuk — x> yaw). In
fact the first verse is in the future — "7 will be (recognized by all as) 7nx, in the
Messianic era®. There is nothing more to add to this when we really understand it°.
However, until that time, there is a need to spell things out — to explain what declaring
His Oneness means — hence “Baruch Shem, etc.®

Yaakov’s sons declared that even though they were not now worthy of a
Messianic vision, they understood that the Messianic era would lead to that kind of
understanding — >x 2 ynw. Yaakov replies with ow 7172 — that he appreciates that the
time is not ripe to reveal the end of days, but that the Kedusha of the sons will lead to
that end.
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YAAKOV’S FUNERAL

Yaakov dies in a land of Tumah. He takes a huge risk by making Y osef swear
that he will bury him in Israel and not in Egypt*. This would not have sat well with
the Egyptians for “it would clearly show that Joseph’s family still did not consider
themselves naturalized and that their hearts were still in their old homeland? " In
fact, without the oath Yaakov imposed on Yosef, Pharaoh would never have allowed
such a thing®. With this Yaakov sends a powerful message to his children. "You hope
and wish to live in Egypt; | do not wish even to be buried there. That is why he did not
express this wish as Jacob, from his individual personal standpoint, but as 'Israel’, as
bearer of the national mission, as a warning of the national future of his children™."

Ramban hints at another reason for Yaakov’s demand to be buried in Israel:
.o 12°0 MAR 7wy

The historical patterns that were set up by the Avos were to be repeated by their
descendents. Galus Mitzrayim, says the Ramban, set up the historical pattern for
Galus Edom®. Yaakov’s return to rest in Israel will ensure that we too will return from
our Galus®.

It is all set up to bring the final Tikun. Hence, Yaakov explains to Yosef why
he buried Rochel on the border into Israel and not in the same cave where he is now
being requested to be buried’. For it is she, as the n°a1 n7py, who has the power to
gathe8r all the exiles, to unite all Jewish Neshamos and bring them back into the Holy
Land®.
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Yaakov is given the honor and rest in his death that he did not achieve in his
life. An entire country, from the King down, spends over two months mourning over
his embalmed body in Egypt,* and then all Jewish adults with a large military escort
invest what must have been weeks and weeks in a funeral procession from Egypt to
Israel®. In an unprecedented show of honor, a host of kings place their crown next to
Yosef’s on Yaakov’s coffin®,

The funeral procession ends with Yosef personally burying Yaakov. Nothing
new is told about Yosef’s life after the funeral, and a few psukim later we learn of his
death, having ruled an unprecedented eighty years®. Unlike Yaakov, there was no
chance of Yosef being buried in Israel®, but Moshe Rabeinu would later personally
deal with transferring his bones, just as Yosef had taken care of Yaakov, midah
keneged midah®.

YAAKOV DOES NOT DIE

In beginning his very last words to his children, Yaakov tells them:
MY DR ORI *IX O7I7K AR ONIN 1XM 103 A
Which Chazal explain as:
MY DR ORI *IX XY OXY ,>2 ON?HVIY ON°OT O
It is your zechus whether you bury me [where | have requested] or not. This
however “does not affect me, my true self, in the least’.” Perhaps Yaakov understood

about himself that which the Posuk testifies:
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Since it does not say nw, the Sages understand that:
Inn 89 war

This seems strange, for the verses testify that Yaakov died?, he was
embalmed?, the entire Egyptian nation mourned for him for 70 days* and he was then
taken to the Cave of the Patriarchs and buried there®. But the Sages have other sources
to verify their claim®. Clearly, in some sense he did not die. The Shloh explains that
the part called Yaakov died — it already died when Yaakov mourned for the loss of
Yosef. But then, on hearing that Yosef was still alive - 23py> m~ >nm — and this higher
part of Yaakov (called Yisrael) never died’.

The Ramban® explains that when the Sages say that he did not die, they mean
that Yaakov Avinu reached the level where there was no contradiction between his
spiritual and physical selves. Yaakov’s body was a perfect levush for his soul. The
greatest reason for separation of the body and the soul after death, incompatibility
between the two, simply did not exist in Yaakov’s case. It seems that his sons were
not aware that all this was happening, and that even he himself may not have
anticipated this®.

The Maharal adds that the Midos which one brings to perfection are passed on
to future generations as a spiritual genetic inheritance. Yaakov had taken the
perfection of Avraham Avinu’s “right-sided” chesed and Yitzchak Avinu’s “left-
sided” gevurah and added a lifetime of his own growth to create a perfect combination
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and balance of the two'. Therefore, Yaakov could be sure that he would live on in his
children and grandchildren and that his spiritual achievements would be permanent?.
Since his descendents, Klal Yisroel, would be Nitzchi, so too would Yaakov’s
spiritual legacy live forever.

There are other senses in which Yaakov Avinu did not die. He felt nothing of
the pangs of death®. More importantly, his body was at such a spiritual level that his
soul did not need to separate from his body completely®. Normally, after death the
soul exists in the realm of Olam HaNeshamos, totally separate from the body. It is
vital that the soul at this stage be in an environment where it can continue to grow, in
preparation for its recombining with the body during Techiyas HaMeisim®. But in rare
cases, the body is so holy that the soul is not prevented from this growth by continued
association with the body’. Rebbe, Rav Yehuda HaNasi, was another example of this.
After his death, he would continue to come and make Kiddush for his family every
Friday night®. And even though a dead person is normally exempt from doing the
Mitzvos, Rebbe was still considered to be alive®. Yaakov, who had inherited the great
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achievements of Avraham and Yitzchak, added his own achievements to reach this
rare degree of wholeness and holiness®.

With this holiness, Yaakov Avinu remained alive with a soul surrounded by a
body, though not his original body which was buried. We cannot really understand
this concept, but in truth death itself is not really a logical thing® Similarly, when
Rebbe appeared for Kiddush, he did not do so in his original body. Rather, his soul
was surrounded by something which technically was physical, but was actually so
spiritual that it had only the faintest outlines of the physical®. Anyone can achieve
this level, though few have. The verse testifies that nvan °xn np7x: giving charity will
savie one from death — not physical death, but from death as Yaakov Avinu did not
die”.

If Yaakov did not die, this means that future generations are able to experience
the spiritual benefits of his presence. Our parsha begins with the words 2ypy~ *r™, that
Yaakov lived. The parsha is so named because this is the essence of all that happens
in this parsha. Even in his death, 213> ’r™, he continues to live on.

THE END OF THE AVOS

Our Parsha ends the book of the Avos. The next Parsha begins the book of the
Banim®. There it again talks about the life of the Jewish people, 7% 127" 97, and
this too is drawn from 21py> *m.°

Sefer Bereishis starts with an intense focus on six days of creation. Twenty
generations then pass in the space of one parsha until we reach the story of the Avos
in the 3 parsha, Lech Lecha. 1948 years of history have passed when Avraham
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Avinu is born. Three parshios of Avraham and a little bit about Yitzchak lead to a
further slowing down with Yaakov and his sons. Now, right at the end of Bereishis,
we learn in one posuk that Yosef lived to see his grandchildren, the same generation
as Amram, the father of Moshe. Yosef dies a little more than 2300 years after the
world was created and the story of the Avos is complete. All of Sefer Bereishis is
really a completion of the creation process. In fact, another name for Sefer Bereishis
is Sefer HaBriah or Sefer HaYetzira. With the Avos, the patterns of history have been
put into place for all time. The Avos were the seeds of human history from which all
later events would later sprout’. The story of their descendents now begins. The rest
of the Torah will take place in Moshe Rabeinu’s life.
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