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THE CREATIVE-DISCIPLINE INTERFACE:
THE PEOPLE BEHIND THE BUILDING OF THE MISHKAN

The Cheit HaEigel had left the unity of the nation in shreds. So many different factions
and opinions broke out’. The Mishkan came as a tikun to this®. The 39 Melachos of the Mishkan
comprised the roots of every action imaginable, and connected them back to the Creator — the
source of all unity®. Hence, at the beginning of our Parsha, we read that Moshe gathered the
nation — wn %np7: he gathered them from their fragmented post-Eigel state by allowing each of
them to participate in either the materials or in the building of the Mishkan.

At the end of the process, in *7po, the verse says that the Jewish people (as a whole)
completed everything that G-d commanded - 7 7% Twx 933 Y2 *12 Wwy™.” In fact, only Betzalel
and the 25 2 actually made the Mishkan, while others contributed materials®. But, the Torah is
telling us here that we are all one — what Betzalel did was considered the doing of the whole
nation’. We cannot do all the Mitzvos directly (different Mitzvos relate to Cohanim, Leviim,
males, etc.), but, as a nation we can®. So too T3 Tv1% naaRY — Tmd: for in the well-being of my
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2 Eliyahu Ki Tov, Book of Our Heritage, vol. 3, pg. 196, par. Beg. ‘After the calf emerged’:

The few who had been fervent devotees of idolatry instantly relapsed into their idolatrous habits. ....
Others, more numerous than the first group .... rejoiced from the sideline .... Still others were stunned into total
confusion by the terrifying sight and they began to ridicule all the other factions, both those who worshipped the calf
as well as those who remained steadfast in their faith in G-d. This group said, ‘All the conflicting views are of equal
value.” There was also a faction that remained steadfast in their faith in G-d.
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neighbor | am taking care of my own as well - he is but a part of me’. The Mishkan was the
great unifier!

What was remarkable, is that this Mishkan which contained the full range of man’s
creative actions, (the maxon v»), could be built by a slave people?. How were they able to express
express such a high level of sophisticated craftsmanship? Goldsmithery, technical embroidery
etc., are highly specialized businesses. Where did a slave people, whose only freedom was in a
desert, learn of such things?® Clearly, something mysterious was going on.

There were three kinds of people involved in the Mishkan:
1. Those who contributed materials

2. Those who participated in the building

3. The two leaders of the building: Betzalel and Ohaliav

With respect to all of them, the Torah stresses that the qualities that were motivating them
were drawn from their hearts. They are 2% >271 and 2% *»an.

1. THOSE WHO CONTRIBUTED MATERIALS

The giving to the Mishkan modeled for all time Jewish support for Torah, chesed and
other community institutions. HaEmek Davar learns from here an early source to the giving of a
tenth of one’s income”.

At the beginning of Parshas Trumah and again at the beginning of Parshas Naso, Rashi
tells us of 3 types of Trumos®. The donations for the Korbanos and the Adanim were fixed
obligations, while that for the Mishkan, with which VaYakhel deals exclusively®, was voluntary
and unspecified’. At a simple level, this reflects the fact that people are always much readier to
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give money for a building (the Mishkan), than they are for running costs (the Korbanos) or for
things that are less romantic and dramatic (the Adanim)®.

The women had resisted fiercely in any participation of the Eigel and had Rosh Chodesh
to show for it?>. They now showed that their earlier refusal to give their jewelry to idolatry was
not rooted in possessiveness or materialism, but rather in true motives of loyalty to G-d. For
now, when it came to the Mishkan, they gladly and generously parted with their best rings and
necklaces®,

The Torah calls these people by various names, people who 03> wwi1 * and who are 7am
>y, 2% 2. The Malbim’ distinguishes between a Nediv Lev and a Nediv Ruach. Lev, he
says, is the organ that motivates to action, while Ruach are the thoughts and imaginations a
person may have about an issue. There are those, the Nedivei Lev, who may not have a mature
concept of giving, but are nevertheless generous because it doesn’t hassle them to give; they may
even enjoy giving Tzedaka. These are the gvirim who give to people they like, without always
even knowing what it is they are giving to. Others, Nedivei Ruach, are more focused donors:
they need to understand more deeply the project they are giving to before committing.

Both kinds of people got involved in the Mishkan®. The key for both, says the Ohr
HaChaim, is that they are voluntary givers. It was a "7 nmn. The Mitzvos of HaSh-m are
designed in such a way that physical actions lead to new spiritual heights — but the condition is
that it béa done as a purely voluntary act, an act that represents total desire and commitment on
our part”.

poanoen 't
™0 'o A"K M 2

NN WYY DWIRT W 0 o 2

931 2°N372 2AW NIRYP2 MR MW 20w 3"HYRY O [ 2°NITD 1PUWIN ann WY amvd 'onn Shvan 2oIpr Nyl
YRWNTI I Y2 1P0WON WMRPY DAYa Awvnaw 290 W WRIA FORA MWY? ROW DOWIT 19T 79707 JINIX 127 WWI WK 2w
WRYINIR 23R 12WAT OPNT 1AW 071 W WRA RIITT DM 0"H A" 07 101 79700 71N AW 1WA Awynal N3 197507 220371
7w WA OWRY 73 Mawn wIn

31127 WD WK WK 93 IR XD 719 X0 79 nnw 4

WIPT 7321 NTIAY H3R1 TN AR NIRONY T AN DR IR INK WM AT WK 91122 WW WK LR 93 WA X3 70 N
3129 2071 99 DWW DY DWIRA WM 133 75 mw®

XD o o"abn

DRI 72737 15N 1ML 7Y WD 1M AT AWK 991,200 N¥II 2707 HW 37N Swma mow ;1% WY1 WK 2R 93 1w’
(7R W"Y) 7019 57N

RO W TN W 03 2" 0TaRA KM ,2oWMA W WA 729 0 YAERA AXIA T PI0D ' N DR AR 17 AR 0vnn K
L2200 R WYR X7 VY L0110 22 DR N2 20 127 72 99D AnINa awyn 7 93 L' NN RApY 7 9 A10wi nna
727 AWIWA WD 120 2271 90 MR AR IWR RIT M 23097 N0, NN QY 1abYaa amaY X020 WD AR IR RIM
2% M12°73 K92 7191707 X020 OR DaR ,05V1 DowIna DY 0277 pwna 292 1938 NPIMOT DIWYIANT 787 127 1270 WK ,277 NIRwIn

:DoWA2 YD AT PR



But, it was not just some material goods that they were donating. Each Jew gave that
which was most special to him — which really spoke to his guts and fitted his character'. These
were the hardest things of all to give up on? — but that is what it was all about — channeling all
these energies to holiness. Hence the wording 't 7mnn oonxn R ° (and not 1n) — that they
should take from something that speaks to their essence. By giving that over, it was as if they
were sacrificing themselves (oonxn).* And hence too, the verse states, 7x*2> 125 2771 95 — every
voluntary of heart will bring it instead of the expected '7 nm1n nxk ®°2°. For the it that was brought
was, in fact, their own hearts®. This is why the Torah brings in great detail the gifts of the males®,
males®, of the females’ and of the Nesiim®, For each one dedicated their midah of love to G-d —
— the physical thing that spoke to their soul®.

2. THOSE WHO PARTICIPATED IN THE BUILDING

The Torah calls the men and women who built the Mishkan 25 "»on'°, people who are
filled with 7mam m™ which the Ramban explains as 29 *xw’. They are called the latter because
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they lacked the technical skills to do the work, and there was no one around who could teach
them. They were a bunch of ignorant ex-slaves® with rough hands unsuited for the fine work
necessary to volunteer for the building®. They had only their great passion* and instinctual
wisdom® to offer. Yet somehow, they found within themselves the means to engage and
complete this highly professional work®. These people succeeded mysteriously, with G-d’s help.
According to Kli Yakar, Moshe Rabbeinu bestowed upon these people from his great wisdom’.

The verse tells us:
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HaEmek Davar tells us that the key here was 1% wwi1 “wx %3. It was the passionate
committing of their hearts to do the seemingly impossible that opened them to the Divine
inspiration that led to them knowing what to do®. And indeed, Jews have been doing impossible
things ever since, building Jewish communities and institutions under conditions that seemed
sheer insanity.

The leader of this was Betzalel, Chur’s grandson®. It was Chur who had jumped in to
give his life trying to stave off the Eigel. The Mishkan in turn, came to atone for the Cheit
HaFEigel and hence for the death of Betzalel’s grandfather (which is why his lineage is mentioned
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back to there, while Ohaliav’s is only mentioned back to his father)." Chur’s father, in turn was
Nachshon ben Aminadav, who had jumped into the Red Sea before it split. This was a great
family indeed. But, the key was not just Betzalel’s willingness to build on his glorious spiritual
heritage, but also his desire to share this with and empower others - 1292 101 9.2

How, then, did Betzalel master all of the crafts necessary®? Even a master goldsmith,
with all the tutoring in the world, does not master silver, copper and weaving®. The Torah is
telling us that we are often faced with seemingly impossible tasks, but if we are passionate
enough and committed enough, we will come to see our impossible dreams realized. And
sometimes, Meshech Chochma teaches us, we have to jump in. Self-sacrifice of this sort does not
take well to too much pondering. Nachshon, then Chur, and then Betzalel teach us that if it is
clear that it has to be done, our impossible leap over the abyss will reach the opposite side’.

In contrast to this enormous outpouring of creativity, the Torah teaches us an unusual
thing: in the building of the Mishkan, the Torah stresses again and again that Betzalel and his
helpers built the Mishkan exactly according to specification:
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This emphasis reaches its peak in Parshas Pikudei, when the words "7 mx “wx> appear
eighteen times!
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3 “He will be able to devise plans (or weave designs — Rashi) as well as work in gold, silver and copper, cut stones to
be set, carve work and do other work.” (Shemos 71-7 :7)
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In fact, this was one of the big differences between the 27177 73w and the 1pwn. As close as
the 73w came to the idea of the 1own, it was a product of man’s creativity alone.

3. THE TWO LEADERS OF THE BUILDING: BETZALEL AND OHALIAV

Betzalel and his partner Ohaliav* came from opposite tribes. Betzalel came from the
tribe of Yehudah, who led the tribes, while Ohaliav was from the tribe of Dan, who walked at the
back of all the tribes. Dan was the minni 23 noxn, the gatherer of all the camps. Dan Jews were
those who went in search of their brethren who fell out of the 7237 »11v, and got them back in
again. The Mishkan was to be built by a leader from the front, Betzalel, and a leader from
behind, Ohaliav. This was to ensure that the whole Jewish people be embraced by this great and
holy thing.

In a most unusual step, G-d called upon Moshe (and hence us) to take special notice of
this remarkable person, Betzalel:
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And Moses echoed this to the people:
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Look at this wonder — whom G-d has filled with a 2°>p1%& m1 to know all of this. And the
real wonder is that G-d foresaw the needs of all the generations and His Divine Providence
caused such a person to be born in that generation (7 &» 7°¥w°) WX MMTT XNP - a person
capable of becoming this “x>¥2.°> G-d, says the Midrash, showed Moshe “the Book of Adam
HaRishon” in which Betzalel appeared and this was &1 —“See, I had (already then) called
someone in this generation by the name Betzalel”®; or “I have called him, using the emanation
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from my ineffable name (aw3), Betzalel™ x%¥a — he whose soul was designated and inscribed
at the outset of creation to sit 7 %2 — in the shadow of G-d, and hence have the abilities to
create the Aron, which is the shadow for the Written Torah, and the 2°2175 which in turn are
shadow for the Aron.2

The Gemara learns that the appointment of a 0119 requires the consultation with and buy
in of the community (of the public) from this verse - %2 owa 71 %P wA. 2 In keeping with this
principle G-d asked Moshe whether Betzalel was found fitting in his eyes. Moshe answered:
“G-d, if he is fitting in Your eyes, how much more in mine!” In truth, delegating the Mishkan
was a huge challenge for Moshe Rabbeinu. Was the command not to him? Was it not his
Mitzvah? G-d therefore does something unprecedented. Rather than just instruct Moshe to take
Betzalel as He did with Yehoshua and Aaron, G-d turns to Moshe for his buy-in. “What do you
think? Is he appropriate?” * (And the Gemara then proceeds to say that still, G-d wanted the buy
in of the people. The people said: “If he is fitting in G-d’s eyes, and he is fitting in your eyes,
how much more is he fitting in our eyes.”)’

Betzalel was remarkable not only for his wondrous craftsmanship, seemingly learned out
of nowheere but because of his deep and profound understanding of all the ideas that the Mishkan
stood for”.

Chazal tell us that >x?x¥2 was someone who knew how to combine the letters in the same
way as they had been used to create the world”. This information was directly relevant to his
building of the Mishkan®. For, by building the Mishkan, x>xa was, in fact, recreating the world®.
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G-d used these letters to contract His light to create space — so to speak — for His creation. So
too, Betzalel needed the letters in order to contract G-d’s holiness into the Mishkan?,

Sefas Emes points out that every manner of creative expression went into the Mishkan.
Hence, G-d filled Betzalel and Ohaliav with 2% nnon. 2% has a Gematria of thirty two which
represents all the pathways of knowledge®.

The thirty nine Melachos of Shabbos represent all the categories of creative work which
man is capable of. It is instructive that these Melachos are learned from the Mishkan in turn®.
This indicates that the Mishkan was a human-built structure, reflecting the full force of man’s
creative potential, which led to the Shechinah coming down®. By recreating this mini-world, man
realizes his own power to be a partner to G-d in this world, inspiring him to greater spiritual
heights®. To do this, Betzalel had to reach right into the hidden roots of all wisdom’.

! This is one explanation of why G-d says to Moses:
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There is a lesson here: The Torah could only be given through Moshe Rabbeinu, and only
Aaron and his descendents were appointed to be the Cohanim. So too, even a master craftsman
could not build the Mishkan — it required spiritual wisdom not physical competence!*

In Parshas Ki Sisa, the Torah describes Betzalel’s wisdom as follows:
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The Torah tells us that Betzalel had Chochma, Binah (Tevunah) and Daas. These three,
although each separate, build on each other. They represent three levels of wisdom. Chochma
represents abstract intellectual understanding®. Binah is the emotional integration of the wisdom,
where a person feels comfortable with that knowledge, can relate to it personally and therefore
also understands where it is and where it is not relevant to his/her life®. Daas is the translation of
that wisdom into action. It represents a complete unity between the person and the knowledge, a
total connecting with that knowledge, no longer just relevant information which one applies. It is
now the person: he/she is totally united with that knowledge®.

Betzalel was someone who not only possessed the very deep wisdom we described, but
who had totally integrated all that wisdom. Betzalel’s name, ‘in the shadow of G-d’, reflected his
essence”. He lived the idea of letter combinations and all its implications. His actions showed a
natural continuity from his profound grasp of Torah. If the Mishkan is, as we described it, a
model of man, then Betzalel was as close to a walking Mishkan that could be found in that great
generation. It would have been easy for such a man to be totally alienated from his fellow man,
to live in his own spiritual world, seeing no possibility of explaining to his fellow man what he
was up to. But Betzalel’s integration of his wisdom was such that he was able to tell his fellow
Jews just how to go about the building®.
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Betzalel was totally integrated with the deepest Kabalistic wisdom and knew how to
translate all of that into the Mishkan. He therefore must have had the most profound insight into
man, which the Mishkan was modeling. He must have understood himself, as a person, with
greater insight than anyone has ever had before or after. This great man knew that he did not
have the craftsmanship needed to build the Mishkan. At that point, when Betzalel was stuck —
when the limits of his own human qualities could not get the job done, Betzalel went beyond
himself, and succeeded. He succeeded because he had no choice: the job had to be done, and he
therefore proceeded. He was not trying to be creative; rather, he was following the logic of
necessity. This is really what Jewish creativity is all about.

There is another point here. Betzalel and Ohaliav led the holiest group of craftsmen ever
assembled. They expressed the full force of their creativity while following G-d’s instructions to
the letter, and they did it as a team. Hence, the lie was given to the myth that to be creative you
somehow have to break the boundaries of spiritual and halachic guidelines, and that somehow
you have to stick out as an individual to know that you are fulfilling your potential.

Betzalel’s team met to play at the most beautiful symphony ever, the building of the
Mishkan. If they were the orchestra then G-d is the composer, Moshe the music director, and
Betzalel the conductor. Even the unique soloists in the team followed the conductor, as the
Mishkan would have otherwise reflected noise rather than a symphony.
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