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The Chinuch tells us a great principle, that our actions affect and condition our internal,
spiritual reality. G-d therefore commanded us to make a place that would be perfectly pure and
holy where, both by going there and doing the things we do there, we could purify our own
thoughts.’

For example, the fact that a sinner had to take an animal, go to Jerusalem, go up to the
Beis HaMikdash and have his korban sacrificed in such an awesome environment would
certainly impact his future behavior in a dramatic way”.

However, the Mishkan-idea went way beyond that.

The Sinai experience was the completion of the creation®. However, the Ramban says
that if Maamad Har Sinai was meant to be the culminating event of the Book of Shemos, Shemos
would have ended with this event®. The fact that Sefer Shemos ends with the Mishkan means that
the Mishkan was the culminating event of the Sefer®. The reason for this, says the Ramban, is
because the Sinai experience was only a one-time event, and what matters to the Jewish people is
not just the historical event, but rather the possibility of translating that event into a permanent
reality. This is the Mishkan®.

The Mishkan took the Shechinah experience of Maamad Har Sinai and provided a way in
which it could rest in the midst of the Jewish people on an ongoing basis’. In this sense, it
facilitated the phenomenal spiritual achievement of the nation who now achieved what their
forefathers did — becoming a walking receptacle for G-d’s presence®. The Mishkan would be a
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portable Har Sinai, ensuring a continuation of the revelation of Sinai in our midst. It translated
the very open spiritual revelation of G-d into a quieter but permanent revelation below the
surface’. Therefore, the goal of the Exodus was only realized once the Mishkan was built?.

The Mishkan therefore, completes the Book of Shemos. Moreover, unlike Har Sinal,
which was an experience where we were artificially transported to great spiritual heights, the
Mishkan was built by our own hands®.

Sefer Shemos is really the completion of Sefer Bereishis®. Sefer Bereishis dealt with the
creation of the world, the creation of man and the creation of the Jewish people. Sefer Shemos
deals with the purpose of that creation. This begins with the giving of the Torah at Sinai, which
reveals G-d’s intention. This purpose is fully reflected with the building of the Mishkan, which
now becomes the completion of the creation. Hence we read that the completion of the Mishkan
was a day of joy for G-d, like the completion of creation®. In Pirkei Avos, the Mishnah telling of
the ten daily miracles in the Beis HaMikdash is juxtaposed to the Mishneh detailing the Ten
Sayings of Creation®.

The Mishkan, as we shall see, is the model that man makes for himself to teach himself
how to maintain holiness in all his actions’. When a man would come to this purest of
environments and experience a deep connection to G-d, his actions would have the maximum
impact on conditioning his character and purifying his soul®. Not only the spiritual parts of man,
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®Shabbos is holiness in time. The Mishkan is holiness in space. Our perception of these two is different. We
experience time as passing through us (or of us passing through it). We seem to be able to do nothing about the
inexorable flow of time — we get older, the days pass on ... But we can control our relationship with space. We can
decide which space we wish to be in, and move from one to another. Hence the holiness of time (Shabbos) is
something which is initiated by G-d, whereas the holiness of space is initiated by us.
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but also his material being and even his physical possessions, become holy through connecting
all of himself to G-d*. The real Mishkan, therefore, was man himself.

The Sinai-experience was the revelation of the Torah which is the blueprint of the world.
G-d now orders the construction of a model of that world, in the form of the Mishkan. The
commentators tell us that each and every one of the details of the Mishkan reflected one of the
aspects of the creation®. Every little hook or stitch was vital because the Mishkan was a mini-
world.?

The sacrifices that were brought in this Mishkan were set up to be an exact parallel of the
underlying forces that govern this world?®.

When G-d created the universe, He did so for the sake of man®. Man is therefore the
primary model which G-d used to create other parts of the universe (even though in the order of
creation, this was the reverse — and man was therefore a composite of the entire universe’). The
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910 o5y -, the macro-world outside of ourselves is an exact replica of the human - an oYy
Yo, a mini-world*.

Now, in order for man to understand how he himself was put together, G-d created the
Mishkan. Like man, the Mishkan comprised of all the elements and forces in the world?. It was a
whole world. As such it was a symbolic model of man®, who was also a whole world. When a
person would see that the exact components of the Mishkan came together to bring the ny»>w
down, he would understand how he must construct himself to bring the n»>w into himself*. The
Mishkan was like a map showing the person how to do this;” it was a model of a perfect human,
so to speak; it allowed us to understand how great man could be, reaching the level of the First
Man before the sin®. When we come to the Mishkan or the Beis HaMikdash, we see that it
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For example, we talk of 4 macro-spiritual levels, or worlds, with a fifth dimension, about which we cannot talk,
above them. So too, man has four levels of soul that exactly parallel these worlds and a fifth one parallel to this fifth
dimension. Our wa1 parallels 7»>wyi 02w, our m parallels 7v¥°1 22w, our nnwa parallels 78127 27w while our 70
parallels m>>xxi7 o7w. The fifth level of man’s soul, the 77, parallels a level of the world about which we cannot
really talk or understand, which is called 7P 078, Man, in other words, stretches from the lowest physical to the
highest spiritual realities that exist outside of himself.
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Different aspects of the Mishkan modeled different aspects of greatness. Rabbeinu Bechaya notes the archetype
figures modeling the ideal of each dimension:
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produces the Shechinah. We see how it is built, and from there we understand how to ‘construct’
ourselves so that we, too, can become a human ‘temple’, one in which the Shechinah rests.
Hence, om5mn1 »nyowy w1pn Y yww: Literally this means And they will make for Me a Mikdash
and | will dwell in them. But, to be fully understood, we need to add some words. And they
should make for Me a Mikdash - whereby, they will understand how to turn themselves into a
Mikdash - and then I will dwell in them.

There were other parallels between Man, the yop o5, and the Sy1an o5w. Just like the
91N o9y has many levels of spirituality, divided initially into four worlds or universes, so too
our soul translates into each one of these levels. When these souls are connected to our body, we
are able to connect all these worlds™.

The Mishkan came to aid us in doing this®. It facilitated the bringing of the holiness down
and mapped these higher worlds for us®. Just as we see ourselves down here as a body with five
senses, etc., so too, at the highest spiritual realms, we exist with all these components in
spiritualized form. For example, we can trace our sense of touch, hearing, smell, etc., to their
spiritual roots, their original lights of holiness. Man is like Jacob’s ladder, a long ladder of
spirituality, with each rung connected to the next one, allowing man to bring the highest
spirituality down here and then use it to elevate the physical back upwards on the ladder®.

Each component of the Mishkan reflects one aspect of these worlds and gives us an
insight into its workings®. The Holy of Holies reflects the light of the highest world. Just as we
may not go into the Holy of Holies, so we may not even try to understand the holiness of these
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holy lights, or even mention their names®. Similarly, there is a level of our souls, the Yechida,
which exists on such a plane?.

Outside of the Holy of Holies was the Heichal, the chamber where the Menorah, inner
altar and table stood. The Menorah lit up the world and reflects the light of our eyes, the spiritual
source of seeing®. The table corresponds to the spiritual potential of our mouth, and the incense
of the spiritual potential of our nostrils. The bells on the Yyn, which the Cohen wore,
correspond to our ears, for the sound of the bells were heard when the Cohen approached the
Holy place®. The Tzitz on the forehead of the Cohen Gadol corresponds to the forehead®. Moving
Moving outwards, the inner courtyard (Azarah) and the outer altar correspond to the lower seven
midos of the sefiros’. Hence, the Torah details each utensil and aspect of the Mishkan in great
detail, for each is really a description of our highest spiritual realms®. Whatever we do manage to
to understand of the message of the Mishkan, there is a lot more to grasp, too sublime for us to
comprehend®. Hence, they will make for me a Mishkan and I will dwell in them.

This is also why Betzalel, who built the Mishkan, was someone who knew how to
combine the letters in the same way as they had been used to create the world™. For, by building
the Mishkan, Yxox2 was, in fact, recreating the world™.

The Mishkan was then a human built structure, reflecting the total range of man’s
creative potential, which led to the Shechinah coming down®. By recreating this mini-world, man
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This is one explanation of why G-d says to Moses:
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man realizes his own power to be a partner with G-d in this world, inspiring him to greater
spiritual heights?.

The fact that the 39 creative categories of Shabbos® are learned from the Mishkan? is a
reflection of just this point. The 39 forbidden Melachos of Shabbos are learned from the
Mishkan®, for on Shabbos we dedicate the full scope of human creativity to the higher creativity
of the Creator.

Not only did the Mishkan model man, but it was a model of man that man himself is to
build. It was a relationship with G-d, initiated by man — an example of Kedusha from the bottom
up. Man builds, and the Shechina responds. Just as G-d made the original big world, so man
makes this mini-world of the Mishkan. He then models it by turning himself into a Mishkan, a
walking Shechina-bearing being.

Shabbos is the opposite. Shabbos is holy whether we keep it or not. G-d initiates this
holiness and it is up to us to respond. On Shabbos, we refrain from doing creative acts to show
that our world is batul to G-d’s world. The creative acts we refrain from are just those that we do
to build the Mishkan.

All of this would appear to be inconsistent with Rashi®, Seforno and others who say that
the Mishkan was given after the Eigel Hazahav', as an atonement for it. (As opposed to the
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The 40" level of Melacha is Yeish MeAyin, which is not in the hands of man.

T O30 D DWRA NORYA EY O IV TWYA 7NN MR 2T PR - 31 Awn DR I M pIos XY P maw Yy "’
R0 YY) 10712 TAN2 OPIT 1OWNT N2TIA 1NN NN PRIWC? 7"3p AXINI 2937 212 MM 1120w 1ena 11 e
AT R? AWRY 238 DR WY WA INTY TP 2AYT NV 000 2UNWRIT 0O D°Y2INA 700 Awnb 3"2p0 1% 1700 9377 XD
2°n3 7"2P7 MR 19 DY WK 27R7 T2 ROTA2 KT 1Y .3"ApAR 20X DROWY 1AW 22937 0 NINRY TV 10WnRn 1R ORI
27 2997 XD RPPT DINRA P IRIWOD AR MR w1 01 TA0R WOR WOR DT INI27 WATY 10 27 27V 23 1107 WOR 9D RN

(%" oopria I onw 9%
WA A1 T 027 TR0 1 0OIRTH T AIMAT DR AW Wwn 77 1Y 0273w NRY - 71080 DR 2wy R0 2100 A% po maw By o"wa
77V 021 DRV DR 17 2397 IR 7 7™ (73 nPavn) MImMLa 1720w 1N 1152 21w N XY 1WRT opInw 7Y 0071937 o1n
WRI2Y A 770199 HDINRY (U 0°727) MKW 200 WY O DOV QW WYY NN Qv OR Twn R Damen 1 (22 nnw) R

-7-



Ramban, et al, who write that the Mishkan was always intended®.) This would imply that, had the
Jewish people not sinned, there would have been no Mishkan at all!

However, Rashi agrees that there was always meant to be a Beis Hamikdash, even had
there not been a Chet HaEigel. His only claim is that had the generation of ny7n 917 not sinned,
that particular generation would not have needed a Beis Hamikdash. This generation was living
in the desert without ever having to go to the bathroom or take care of their clothing, protection
and other physical needs. Removed from civilization, they were totally dedicated to Torah
study. Moreover, Maamad Har Sinai removed the Tumah (Zuhama) of the Cheit of Adam
HaRishon and the Jewish people were now poised for Moshiach to come®,

The Jews of that generation were already the Olam Hakatan models that the Mishkan was
supposed to portray. It was only after Cheit HaEigel when the Zuhama of the sin of Adam
HaRishon returned, that they now required a Mishkan. In Eretz Yisrael, when each would be
living on his land and engaging the physical world — toiling the land, repairing their clothing,
guarding and protecting, etc., such a Beis Hamikdash would always be required. On the surface,
it seems as though the Ramban holds that the Mishkan is more of a profound, intrinsic concept to
the world. This is not so, for, according to Rashi, had there been no sin, the whole world would
have been the Mishkan®.
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It turns out that the world is made up of a bunch of parallel worlds - the little world which
is man; the large world outside of himself; and the Mishkan - the model of how to build the little

world.
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