P nwI9 - PURSUING ONE’S DREAMS

DREAMS, VISION AND REALITY

Yosef is involved in six dreams: two of his own, one of Pharaoh’s butler and
baker each, and two of Pharaoh’s. Yosef interprets all six dreams correctly, a fact
whose significance to us is not obvious.

It is in the very nature of the o»s anon of this world that things are not what
they seem to be'. Pure logic, nnonn na, is not going to be enough here, for logic on its
own cannot always break through the surface structures. What is needed is a leap of
the imagination, the nnTan N3, to team up with (and be subservient to) nnonn N* in
order to break through and understand deeper levels of reality®.

But there is a catch. A person has two chambers in his brain, Rav Tzadok
explains, the side of wisdom and the side of imagination. When one is dominant, the
other is subservient’. Hence when a person’s ‘wisdom’ side is dominant it drags the
power of imagination with it — i.e. the passing thoughts which automatically bubble to
the surface of a person’s brain without any depth of thought, these too will be
harnessed towards serving G-d°. And this is indeed was the case of Yosef’s dreams®.
Yosef pursues his dreams doggedly, to seeming success. It all seems to happen
according to his vision. He does come to rule, his brothers and father do bow down to
him, and his approach to serving G-d does seem to come about.

We think of dreamers as being somehow relaxed, opened-ended people, not
abundant in gevurah. But those are the wrong kinds of dreamers. Yosef, the
archetypal Tzadik, is in total control of his urges’. The interpretation and pursuit of
dreams hardly seems compatible with the tremendous control and discipline which
righteousness seems to demand. Yet, this is just the stuff that is needed by Yosef to
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climb up to the next level. It was just the approach which Yaakov had hoped Yosef
would realize.

But dreams and visions are dangerous things: Were not the first man and
woman tragic victims of the words o>pox> on»m — and you will be like G-d®. The
root of all emptiness, falsehood and illusions are rooted in the desire of man to be
something that is above himself. In general, reaching up is a great thing, but when
man overreaches, this becomes dangerous®. It was just because the first man was so
holy that he was capable of such a catastrophic sin®.

And so, Yosef’s brothers indeed thought of him as a nvnn Yya — i.e. that his
desire to laud it over them led to his fanciful imaginations by day until at nights he
also dreamt of such things®. In truth it was not so for he was a continuation of his
father’s midah of truth®. But, the brothers were also right, for Yosef’s mabn was only
temporary and the permanent mabn is through 7v1.” Yosef is Moshiach, but only
Moshiach ben Yosef. He is succeeded by Moshiach ben David, the true Messiah.
Yosef is right again and again, but on the surface, his dreams don’t go deep enough.
What is true at one level is mere fiction in a deeper, more profound world. What is
true for now will be seen as mere dream-stuff in the Messianic era — onona 0.2

The nv¥n 190 tells us that Yosef belongs to the month of Adar® (just as
Yehuda belongs to the month of Nissan). The letter of Adar is the p, while that of
Nisan is the n. The p stands for Kedusha — it imitates the n of HaSh-m’s name. Used
incorrectly, this p is but an aping of the real man, it is but a n with a tail*°. (So, too,
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the Purim story in Adar was not a complete Geulah. It precedes Nisan, Pesach, which
was a complete Geulah.) Yosef, in such total control, yielding such power, must walk
the fine line between truth and imagination, a line that will determine whether he is
truly holy or but an aping of the real thing.

The trouble with visionaries is that they have great passion, and Yosef was no
exception. Unlike Yaakov, who no longer has great sensual urges, Yosef’s passion
pulls him in all kinds of directions, including into the arms of Potifar’s wife'. In the
end, however, he controls them and masters himself. This is the definition of a
Tzadik? and hence Yosef is called Yosef HaTzadik®.

In fact, Yosef seems to have such mastery over himself that he becomes
master of all around him as well. The Egyptians by this stage were steeped in sexual
immorality - owa om0 qwa qwx.* It was just when Yosef showed his strength in
this area by resisting the wife of Potifar that he was appointed ruler®.

There is another reason why Yosef comes to rule the most powerful
civilization on earth. The Bechor Shor writes that any nation that was to rule over the
Jews became wealthy and powerful so that the Jews should not suffer the indignity of
being ruled by a lowly and impoverished nation. As a result, not only the house of
Potifar becomes blessed because of Yosef®, but Pharaoh too, through Yosef’s rule,
becomes the strongest and wealthiest of kings, just as the Babylonians and the
Romans do in later times for the same reason’.
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® Rather than Yaakov who conquered his Yetzer Hara altogether.
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But for this, Yosef must prepare. While yet in prison, the Sar HaMashkim and
the Sar HaOfim are thrown into prison with Yosef so that he can learn the ways of the
palace®.

Two years after Yosef’s fateful plea to the butler to remember him, Pharaoh
has his dreams®. Pharaoh’s dreams were to be the antidote to Yosef’s original dreams
that got him into trouble with his brothers®. The butler’s best efforts to portrait Yosef
as a simple foreign slave* now backfire. For, so Pharaoh reasons to himself, if this is
true, Yosef's powers of interpretation must be Divine®.

Yosef is rushed out of prison, going from darkness to light in a flash - s
72N o - a pattern of redemption, say Chazal, that is characteristic of the redemption
of Tzadikim, as it was of the Jewish people from Egypt®. Once again the environment
yields to Yosef and he emerges from the most hopeless imprisonment to rule over all
of Egypt.

Yosef is now given, as a gift, an extra letter of G-d’s name — 9o - and
taugr;t by the Malach Gavriel the requisite 70 mandatory languages to be an Egyptian
ruler’.
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Pharaoh has a dream so that Yosef can be brought out of prison and elevated
to Malchus®. The Shechinah itself calls him to his mission®!

Chazal, in fact, see a pattern with Tzadikim where the actual pain and
darkness serve as the basis for the redemption. Similar patterns occurred with
Mishael, Chananyah and Azaryah, with Daniel after he was thrown into the lion’s den
and with Mordechai, after he donned sackcloth and ashes®. The redemption of G-d is
in the blink of an eye!*

As king of Egypt, Pharaoh was destined to be an instrument to facilitate the
core historical events that were about to unfold. Hence he dreams now because it was
time for Yosef to come out of prison and become ruler of Egypt®. Hence too, he is not
called a King anymore (ny1s 79nn) throughout the Parsha (except for one occasion in
Yosef’s honor), for he is now not even a king over himself — he is rather putty in the
hands and plans of the Divine®.

Pharaoh is acutely aware of this. He dreams that he is literally walking on the
water - a self-made god - but he changes this to state that he was standing next to the
water, a humbler description (and not an intrinsic part of the interpretation of the
dream anyhow’).
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The dreams have literally shaken him up’.

Yosef has to interpret dreams despite a Pharaoh who makes these and other
deliberate changes, some of them designed to test whether Yosef was the real thing.
Yosef not only overcomes these limitations, but uses some of the changes to figure
out the true intention of the dreams®. He not only sees the cycle of plenty and the
cycle of famine, but understands, from the dreams themselves, that food during the
cycle of plenty must be put away for the famine®. Although dreams always have
extraneous material®, he gives an exact and accurate interpretation of the two dreams
which Pharaoh himself had already understood to be one.

It would have made so much sense for Yosef to interpret the dreams, get
himself out of trouble and live to one day pursue his own dreams. He would seem to
endanger the whole effort by turning this into a kiruv exercise. Yet, he does just that —
seizing on the opportunity here to teach Pharaoh about G-d and His Providence.
He begins and ends by pointing out that it is G-d alone who can provide the solution
to his dream®, and that his old belief in the happenstance of events is totally
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erroneous’. Yosef delivers G-d’s message: “You hide from Me that you dream that
you are standing, as a god, on the river?. But | am now telling you that | control all
your food, your ability to even stay alive.” A later Pharaoh was to experience his first
plague through this same river, and his final demise was also through water — by the
Red Sea®. (Just as cycles of renewal of the world are always through water — the first
waters, the flood, the Mikveh, etc.)

Ironically, Pharaoh’s dream which signals Yosef’s redemption also signals the
beginning of the exile of the Jewish people. Hence, our Parsha begins with the word
»>m, which is indicative of something negative about to happen®. For, while Yosef
was pursuing his dreams, G-d was churning the big wheels of history!

Yosef is now ruler of all Egypt. His brothers come to Egypt to buy grain, but
also to recover Yosef’. They take great pains to stay anonymous and out of sight.
Yosef goes to even greater lengths to discover them and imprison Shimon. The dream
must be fulfilled, and to do so he must first get Binyamin and then his father to come
to Egypt. To do this, Yosef tightens all of Egyptian security®. He is willing to have the
entire Egyptian food distribution temporarily closed down’ in order to arrest and
terrify his brothers with insider information and accusations®. He orders his son to
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strike the resisting Shimon® and shackles him in front of his brothers,? as he was so
sure that his dreams were to be pursued, in the right order®, dreams that he considered
vital to the future of the Jewish nation. He was convinced that he was on the right
track, that getting his family to follow his leadership would allow them all to connect
with the type of spirituality that would ensure their future as the Chosen Nation®.

Thus, when his brothers appear before him in Egypt to ask for grain, he
remembers not what they did to him. Rather the Chumash states that it was his dreams
which he remembers:
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Yosef's ascendancy to the throne brings seven years of plenty — and not only
physically. His righteousness is so powerful that it encompasses all the produce of
Egypt, bringing out the nitzotzos kedusha in each grain. The Egyptians try to keep
grain as well, but it all rots. It is Yosef’s kedusha that sustains the grain. He truly rules
over all of Egypt, and no slavery of the Jews can take place as long as he is alive®.
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Our Parsha testifies how Yosef came to be the sole source of nourishment
firstly for the Egyptians and then for his family:
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Yosef’s control of his environment is also expressed in his parenting. He
brings up two children in the midst of the most impure and filthy of countries to
become two of the holy tribes’. “To be the only Jew in Egypt, to have the daughter of
the priest of an idolatrous cult for a wife and still to have children and to bring them
up such that up to this very day parents bless their children and know no higher wish
for thery than that G-d may make their children become like these, that is certainly a
S bn) e

If this is the lesson of Yosef, ‘Follow your dreams’, then it is easily
understood. Pharaoh also has dreams and he too follows them, for, as Rav Hirsch?
states: The whole meaning of the dream is simple and clear in the dream itself. Thus
does G-d speak when he uses metaphor, and this interpretation of Joseph is the
pattern and the criterion for every explanatory interpretation. ¢77, not to read into,
but to read out of.

Man is called o7, says Rav Tzadok HaCohen, because he is required to take
a leap of imagination to be like His Maker — 195y nnT~ — a Maker he cannot see,
touch or know in the same way as he knows the rest of the world around him. To be
like, nmTH, requires us to use YT NI, our power of imagination. We have to leap to
horizons beyond the limits of our own narrow experiences”.

To get close to HaSh-m, especially in a time of darkness, we have to dream,
we have to have a vision of things beyond ourselves. But there lies the great danger®,
for a dream is potentially spurious stuff®, or it may only be a little truth, and on that
speck of nnx we might build a whole structure of falsehood’. Within a dream lies
remarkable opportunity on the one hand, but danger of delusion and self-deception on
the other.
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Who can better teach us those dangers than Yosef with his dreams? Yosef
dreams, and he pursues those dreams doggedly, to seeming success. It all seems to
happen according to his vision. He does come to rule, his brothers and father do bow
down to him, and his approach to serving G-d does seem to come about.

But Yosef is careful to understand where this is all coming from. Yosef, the
interpreter of dreams, is careful to stress to Pharaoh again and again:
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to the point where Pharaoh himself seems to get the message:
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But it is not only the interpretation of the dream that shows providential
oversight. The very existence of the dream shows this t00. o> D mw PN " — at
the end of the time that Providence had decreed for Yosef to serve in jail, Pharaoh has
a dream. This is the real reason why Pharaoh dreams — to get Yosef out of prison* and
to elevate him to a position of enormous power”. The Midrash makes it clear that each
step Yosef took on his way from the prison to the throne was a function of his
righteousness, of his inner perfection reflecting outwards®.

Yosef is required to engage in a balancing act between Bitachon and
Hishtadlus. Only once did Yosef slip up, by telling the Sar HaMashkim that he should
mention him to the king. But knowing his calculations, we see how close the call was.
Yosef was pushing, not just for his release, but to get a position in the palace,
something he knew had to happen as a part of the fulfillment of his dreams. And just
there he erred, a tiny blotch on an otherwise perfect record’.
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*Yosef is saying: | am not just a better dream interpreter than your Chartumim. There is a
fundamental reason why | can tell you what your dreams mean.
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The power of Yosef was to be able to concentrate the cumulative
achievements of the Avos and pass them on to the Shevatim’. Without Yosef, this
spiritual legacy would have been lost. When the brothers appear in front of Yosef in
Egypt, he says “»m wy nxs - your spiritual continuity has to go through me®. And he
was right*. The malchus was transferred by Yaakov to Yosef. Each one of the
brothers was so great that they were almost self-contained, threatening the future of
the Jewish people®. Only a Yosef could combine them into one nation. Only he could
gather and unite all the forces®. This was the yIx 7770 mbw which needed to
precede the giving of the Torah. Yosef takes all the possible holiness that may exist in
the world, including the ¥~ 797 which is also 7»w to the non-Jews and including all
the sensual power released in this world. He conquers, controls and directs all of this,
passing on this phenomenal power to Klal Yisrael. The source of his power is great
righteousness and self-control which he now extends to rule over the world, to be king
of the most advanced civilization of Egypt and to conquer it, its sensuality and its
power. Later will come the Torah and David HaMelech who will then derive his
power from the Torah .

Both the brothers and Yosef understood very deeply that the Jewish nation
was one, indivisible whole — nnx w9, though they weren’t always sure whether the
other side understood that as well. Together, they were nnx way — their combined
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unity was called simply o7x.' And isn’t this a lesson of the ages — that the issues that
part us so often override more fundamental values of peace and unity?. Ah but that
man would integrate and live true to what remains for most but abstract knowledge!

So here we are — o7~ — the being of yvnT - whose ability to relate to G-d
depends on that faculty (y»5y> nnTx), and yet that same quality leads us right down
the abyss. We cannot be limited by the perspectives which end with our noses, but we
must be aware that our vision may be utterly wrong, or just not deep enough. A vision
— yes. Passionate pursuit of one’s dreams — essential. But we must check ourselves
again and again. Such is man, and such is his challenge.
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