s nwap - TEN COMMANDMENTS (THE DECALOGUE)

THE TORAH ENTERS THE WORLD THROUGH TEN CATEGORIES.

Although Moshe Rabbeinu was given the whole Torah during the 40 days and
nights that he was on top of the mountain, the Torah was given to the Jewish people
over a 40 year period’. Only the Ten Commandments were given to the Jewish people
at Sinai. This was because they contained the essence of the Torah. It was through these
Ten that not only did we begin to receive the Torah, but through which we made a
covenant of the Torah with G-d.

The Ten Sayings of Creation began the process whereby the Torah entered the
physical world® giving the world not only its purpose, but a means of achieving it.

Without this, man, as a physical being, would have no way of cleaving to G-d in
this world®*. The spiritual and the physical realms would have remained totally separate.
After the Torah was given, a mechanism was provided where the body could soar
together with the soul, and the two were united once again®. So did David HaMelech
put it, w1 n2°wn ... v an "7 nn — The Torah of G-d is pure ... it restores the soul®,

The Torah was given with physical letters. The an> (the writing) is the "nwa w137
(the physical garments) of the Torah in Heaven. The letters are to the word of G-d what
the body is to the soul. Those same letters translate, at a lower level, into the actual
physical world’. Because the source of the Written Torah is the word of G-d, the an3
has nvn in and of itself®.

The Ten Sayings of Creation were but the outer physical body for the Ten
Commandments, which was the inner spiritual content, its spiritual life-blood®. Without
this inner content the world would have remained a formless mass, as it was at the
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The mm? are one of the things that were created mwnwn 13, essentially after the 6 days of creation —

therefore they are not a special creation, but rather represent the ix>12:7 ovo. All the ax»3, in a sense, is
reconstituted in the written Mm% (139-145 73%°% °0°07 :37277 178 " %Y 00127).
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beginning of creation when the world was Tohu. Sefas Emes points out that this is
similar to how a child is created: in the beginning he is totally egocentric and self-
absorbed, all yetzer hara. He develops a spiritual and moral sense later on in life.

As individual Mitzvos, "the 'Ten Commandments' have in no way any greater
holiness or greater importance than any other commandment in the Torah; they are
neither the whole Law nor are they holier laws than all the rest. G-d clearly and
expressly proclaimed them as being merely a preparatory introduction to the whole
following, real giving of the Law ..." To avoid this mistake, the Ten Commandments
were not included in the morning prayers®.

The literal translation of Aseres HaDibros is the Ten Sayings (and not the Ten
Commandments), in which at least 14 commandments are contained”.

In fact, many opinions say that the first of the Ten Sayings — | am the Lord Your
G-d - is not a commandment at all®. The language is in the form of a statement rather
than a command. For G-d cannot make His existence dependent on our acceptance’.
The Ramban explains that belief in G-d is a fundamental underpinning of the whole
Torah on which everything written therein is a predicated. Until we declare that we
believe in G-d there is no Divine Imperative to obey any of the Torah®.

On the other hand, the second of these Sayings may contain as many as 4
individual commandments®.
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The Ten Commandments are really ten broad categories under which all 613
Mitzvos can be subsumed®. Therefore, they contain the essence of the whole Torah and
serve as an introduction to the Torah? As Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan® put it, "The Ten
Commandments had formed the basis of morality and religion even in the times of the
Patriarchs. They contain the main principles necessary for the survival of the Jewish
people, both religiously and ethically."

Since the Ten Commandments were a highly contracted form of the Torah”,
therefore, when the Jews heard G-d speak, it was as if they had heard the entire Torah®.
Since they were already at such a high level they were able to understand from these 10
Commandments all the other 613 Commandments. Similarly the written words of the
10 Commandments were able to hold, in a contracted form, all of the Torah®.
Throughout the 40 years in the desert thereafter, the Jews were to hear in detail the
unfolding of the Torah that they had already heard at Sinai.

THE UNIVERSALITY OF THE TEN COMMANDMENTS

1’0 7 Tyn  can be divided into two distinct phases — the covenant and the
Decalogue. By the time the Jews received the Ten Commandments, the Jews had made
a covenant (n2) with G-d’, and they had committed unconditionally to accept His
commandments®. The First Commandment talks of the G-d who brought us out of
Egypt, not the G-d who created the world, because it was there that we first embraced
Him®. It is not even necessary to issue the command of belief (and hence it states as fact
fact — | am the Lord your G-d), for this was an established fact™.
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Handbook of Jewish Thought, Rav Aryeh Kaplan 5:23
*Handbook of Jewish Thought, 5:24
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Although spoken to the Jewish people!, there is a universal element about the
Ten Commandments, for the receiving of the Torah? was an act which was to complete
the world®. While it did not replace the universal Noachide moral code, it was
proclaismed in all seventy languages® and in desert territory belonging to no specific
people”.

In the USA, displays of the Ten Commandments at the Texas Capitol building,
the Alabama Supreme Court house® and two Kentucky courthouses came under attack
as violating the separation between church and state. Those in favor claim that the 10
Commandments reflect the basic principles of the nation. Although the Supreme Court
has a 7-foot-tall frieze displayed on its walls depicting Moshe carrying the tablets of
God's law (with the words in Hebrew), this has not been attacked, because the first
tablet is hidden by the second — if we can hide the fact that G-d gave these values then
we can accept the values! In contrast, the displays in Texas and Kentucky, like others
being contested around the country, depict all Ten Commandments, in English, and the
Texas monument’ gives unique prominence to the First Commandment. In big capital
letters, in the center of the man-sized granite slab, we read, "I am the Lord thy God."
Those six words, asserting that the authority of all ethical precepts depends on G-d, are
the key to understanding the conflict®.
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®In August 2004, Alabama Chief Justice Roy Moore was suspended for defying a federal court order to
remove the Ten Commandments monument from his building. His argument was that American law was
based on Judeo-Christian beliefs. His display, he said, was a statement about the moral underpinning of
law, not an advancement of one religion over another. The federal court claimed, however, that the
monument was "nothing less than an obtrusive year-round religious display."

The next day the other eight justices on the court voted unanimously to overrule him and move
the monument. While this was happening, Moore’s supporters turned the courthouse steps into a
campground, and a revival. In the past, Moore had hung a rosewood plaque of the Ten Commandments
above his bench in Gadsden, Ala., 11 years ago. The American Civil Liberties Union sued, but Chief
Justice Moore won that case.

" Like an identical one outside of police headquarters in Everett, Washington which is similarly the
object of legal action.

8K linghoffer: The Third through Tenth Commandments deal with issues which are still regarded as of
general applicability: forbidding false oaths, stealing, adultery and so on — rules to which nobody much
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Since the Torah is something that encompasses all of reality, it included the
spiritual reality of all of the nations® — and hence the Torah was offered to all. > This is
why it was given in the desert, in a place that did not belong to anyone, or any one
nation, in particular®.

But this universality was not guaranteed. The nations, upon hearing the first
two commandments, considered them as sectarian, meant only for the honor of the
biblical G-d. But when they heard the universalistic interpersonal commandments,
beginning with "Honor your father and mother,"” they changed their minds and
concluded that really all Ten Commandments are meant by an omnipotent yet all-kind
G-d for the universal good of the whole world*. Even Eisav, whose blessing is to live
by sword, recognizes that killing is wrong. And even though they continue with their
murderous ways, they do not lose sight of the moral reprehensibility of murder®. They
too have learned from the Jewish G-d.

And, make no mistake, in the end of the day it was the Jews and the Jews alone
who made a full commitment to what was being offered. Hence the First
Commandment reads: | am the Lord Your G-d who brought you out of the land of Egypt
— clearly only we came out of Egypt. Further, it is written 7°nxx17 — brought_you out —
singular. One nation embraced the privilege and the opportunity — one nation was to
undertake its lonely and often painful journey in carrying G-d’s word®.

However, even with this perspective, there is another element of universality
about the Ten Commandments. Since the world has a purpose, someone must take

objects. Even the Fourth Commandment to observe the Sabbath has its uncontroversial, secular aspect;
there are no efforts to force the Postal Service to deliver mail on Sunday.

This is why the Supreme Court's Moses is not under attack. Were it not for "I am the Lord thy
God," it seems doubtful the Ten Commandments would be considered problematic at all.
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responsibility for this purpose. Had the Jews not made this commitment to G-d, the
world would have been destroyed®. Therefore, this choosing of G-d and His Torah by
the Jewish people was for the sake of the whole world?.

G-D AND MOSES IN THE PROCESS

G-d now spoke directly to the Jewish people®. According to the Rambam, G-d
spoke only the first two of the Ten Commandments* to the Jews, and even these two the
the Jews did not understand. However, according to the Ramban® and most other
commentators®, G-d first spoke all Ten Commandments to the Jewish people in one
shot”, to show that they were all one unity®. But the Jewish people were not able to
understand a word. Nevertheless, the Jewish people gained a sense of the totality,
harmony and unity of the Torah and all its Mitzvos®. G-d spoke to the deepest levels of
of their Neshama, to remain with us and in us forever.

1’0 YR NARoN 5 n’
SNV 7990 T80 09200 a0 DR (9aR)...0R%Y 78R 2IWOR 07 2°K1230 9

32 nowxna?

TRTRT DIOWA 93 72 19731 ...1972 7 .. T90ARY (RVRD)

m>:a0 ow

PRI 9 92 w12 197anm (prh)

(IX27 1Iv PR QW A0 YV WD 392Y) NN 237 712 11w 272 PRAWH 7MNA DR 772p0 101 — 3 0°727 Rmnana v

See Chapter C iv where we discuss in greater depth the idea that the existence of the world was
dependent on someone accepting this responsibility.
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G-d then repeated the first two commandments, one after the other’, in a form
that they could understand; for these are the two fundamentals on which the all the
other Mitzvos stand?, and these the Jews did understand. Moshe Rabbeinu was
commanded like everyone else — for this was not (just) a commandment to each
individual Jew. It involved the collective community of nation - national acceptance of
G-d’s yokeg.

And so these two Commandments, and only these, are written in the first person
addressing the second person — 15 5y ,7"nR¥17 WK , 721K, etc’.

The whole experience was too intense for the Jewish people. Their Neshamos
leapt out of their bodies, attracted towards the spiritual source of the experience®. G-d
had to revive the nation who now asked that Moshe tell them the rest of the
commandments®.

THE LUCHOS

The Ten Commandments were written on two tablets of stone — known simply
as M7y mmb — the tablets of testimony’— testimony to the truth of Sinaitic Revelation.
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But wait! There are two - one for the mind and one for the heart® (and hence the custom
is to make them heart shaped, even though they were square®). They, in turn were
contained in an Ark of testimony which had two 2°2175 — cherubs — who looked into
each other’s faces.? For the Ten Commandments were not meant to be some abstract set
set of principles. They were supposed to be the core of a relationship — a relationship
with G-d.

Hence, the tablets were called n"n2n mim, tablets of the covenant®. A covenant
means a connection between two parties®, a connection of unique and exclusive depth.
In the Birkas HaTorah we say in the morning we first say a blessing of 112 an2 WK,
which goes on the covenant of the Torah, and then 1n71n n& 11% jn1, which refers to the
giving of the Torah®. This covenant of the Torah was as important as the actual Torah
that was given at Sinai. Concerning the latter, only the Ten Commandments of the
Torah were given at Sinai as we explained. The rest of the Torah was given in the forty
subsequent years of the Jews in the desert. But the Bris determined the fundamental
relationship between the Jews and the Giver of the Torah forever more.

And, in fact, it is just this that explains why the Ten Commandments were given
on two separate tablets. It is well known that the first five commands represent laws
between man and G-d, whereas the second five represent laws between man and his
fellow man’. (These last five can in turn be summed up as “Love your neighbor like
yourself*?.) Both are essential to achieve spiritual completion®. But, it is also true that
the first five Commandments reflect the covenant from G-d’s side, whereas the second
five reflect the covenant from man’s side’”. It was necessary to have both sides (i.e. two
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separate tablets) reflected because the Ten Commandments themselves (and not just
what came before) had to reflect the covenant that was established between G-d and the
Jewish people. Otherwise, it would not have been fitting to have one part of the Torah
(the Ten Commandments) separated from the rest.

These two tablets of stone were carved and written by G-d - more worthy of
angels than of man, and this contributed to their being broken®. The Torah had to
undergo a process of coming into this world in this aspect as well. The second tablets
were written by Moshe Rabbeinu, a human endeavor®, and were therefore more
compatible to the spiritual realities of this world. Hence the words 2w °> are said in
reference to the second tablets but not the first®.

The mm?> were one of the things that were created mwnwn "3, essentially after
the 6 days of creation, and therefore, they were not a special creation but rather
represented the nx>7257 oro — a completion of creation. All the nx*73, in a sense, is
reconstituted in the nim?.°

WHY 1S HONORING ONE’S PARENTS IN THE FIRST TABLET?

The one seeming exception to the layout of the commandments seems to be the
Fifth Commandment, to honor one’s parents’. Bechor Shor explains the logic of the
mitzvah as follows: Even though I, your G-d, have told you that you should neither
honor nor serve anyone except Me, you should nevertheless honor your parents®. You
should never forget your debt of gratitude for all the kindness they have done for you, if
only because they have given you life itself by bringing you into the world®. And, 1, G-
d, know that if you honor them for what they have done for you in the most selfless
manner possible, you will also honor Me for doing all that is possible to allow you to
get to the World to Come™. Hence honoring one’s parents is a means to honoring G-d
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and is therefore included in the first tablet. According to this explanation, the words
n 1R Wk may well refer to the length of days that come as a result of honoring G-
d, sensitized through honoring one’s parents (see note *.)

THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE TWO SETS OF FIVE

Rav S.R. Hirsch points out that the first five Commandments start with man’s
thoughts and move to his actions® (from believing in G-d to keeping the Sabbath and
honoring one’s parents), whereas the second five move in the opposite direction, from
man’s actions to his thoughts (from not killing, committing adultery and stealing to not
envying one’s neighbor’s property):

“This expresses the important idea: All religion and so-called ‘honoring G-d in
spirit’ is worthless if the thought, the idea of G-d [does not express itself in actions]. ...
And on the other hand all social virtue is worthless and crumbles at the first test, as
long as it only aims at ... outward correctness, ... but refuses inner loyalty ... that only
G-d sees and G-d judges.”

“The demand for the recognition of G-d begins with a demand for the mind
(75 7 8% ,°028), but it is not satisfied with the mere spirit; it demands the expression of
this spirit in letter, in control of word (szn &%), of activities (7757) and of the family
(722). The social laws begin with the demand for letter, for control of deeds and words
(2vn 8% ,20m0 980,730 89), but are not satisfied with letter only, but demand control
of spirit and feeling (72770 8%).”

! Other commentators explain that the parents of each generation are the guardians of the Mesorah,
entrusted to hand this over to the next generation
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