nowa nwo - KRIAS YAM SUF

Something extraordinary, even by the criteria of miracles, happened at the Red Sea®.
We do not have a Chag on the miracle of the Ark, the miracle of the manna in the desert,
Miriam’s well or the Clouds of Glory that protected us.

The Maharal states that the uniqueness of Krias Yam Suf is that whereas the plagues
had freed all the individual Jews, it was only at Krias Yam Suf that the Jews were freed as a
nation’. And, in fact, the Chumash only uses the term redemption of the Jews after the
crossing of the Red Sea®.

Until then, the Jews were still captives of the pervasive Egyptian civilization. They
had become more like free Egyptians, and when they actually left, they felt like expatriates,
exiled from the world’s greatest civilization. They certainly recognized G-d’s Hashgacha, and
they knew that they were Jews — but they somehow thought that now that they were free,
Egypt would become a ‘goldene’ medinah for them as it had in the time of Yosef. The
nightmare was over and life as Jews in Egypt could begin. Moreover, they could now enjoy
this unique place without illusions. They knew the score — they knew that at any time they
could be enslaved again at any future stage, and that, as in other historic times of Jewish
emancipation, their rights might be given in fits and starts”.

The Egyptians who now pursued the Jews are mentioned in the singular, for it was a
unified nation of Egypt — a civilization - that came to return the Jews®. However, at Krias
Yam Suf the Jewish nation finished for good their romance with Egyptian culture.
Throughout Krias Yam Suf the Egyptians are mentioned in the singular, for it is as a nation
and a civilization that they are being destroyed, what the Sages would call their “Sar®”. Now

“Which the Ibn Ezra says was the greatest of the o°01 on which there is no Chag. The Ramban says that the
Torah is o°01 7712,
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the national identity of the Jews, their readiness to be permeated by Jewish values — the
Torah, was now complete.

This is what is hinted at in the verse '7 X °2> o™xn w™ (7:7 mnw) — And the
Egyptians will know who | am (says G-d). This is not referring to the Egyptians, but rather on
the ‘Egyptian part’ contained in each J ew’.

Water — the sea - was the culminating miracle of the Exodus, producing one of only
nine times in history when a level of Shira was achieved®. Water is that which gives life, and,
when life is no longer justifiable, takes it away, as it did in the flood®. In that sense, water
represents a transition from the primordial waters at the beginning of creation into the
holiness of life, as is done with a mikveh and with Noah’s ark®. But those very same waters
were the flood waters of destruction.

G-d’s name is mentioned eighteen times in 2°7 n°w. G-d’s 4-lettered Name repeated
18 times makes up His Great Name of 72 letters. This name in turn reflects “the fullest
unfolding of His wonderworking might”°. Clearly, m10 o> nyp was an extraordinary event.

At Krias Yam Suf, the Egyptian army was destroyed to the last man®. Not a single
soldier, military storeman, clerk or anyone associated with the military was left’ . The Jewish
nation was not subjected to Egyptian rule ever again. Even when the Jews conquered and
divided the Land of Israel, which is practically in Egypt's backyard, Egypt is never
mentioned.®
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*Targum: The tenth song will be sung when we will be redeemed from our exile. The other nine songs are:
1. Adam HaRishon when his sin was forgiven on Shabbos — naw:s av? 2w am
2. oanrw
3. When a well of water was given to Bnei Yisrael in the desert:
772 1Y N2 DY DRI TWE DR PR WS IR - T:RD 13703
Moshe before he died: (X 27 0*127) °nw: 127X
Yehoshua when he stopped the sun (2> yun)
Barak and Devorah when Bnei Yisrael defeated Siserah (X 17 oouow)
Chana when she had a child (% 2 & 5x1nw)
David on all the miracles (x 25 2 5x1nw)
Shlomo HaMelech — owi 2w
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In their death, the Egyptians understood that they had been made unwitting tools to
show G-d’s greatness - even that is worthy of praise and reward — and they too are included
in o nw — pax wmybant (Pharaoh himself did survive in order to witness G-d’s great
Sovereignty?.)

At the very same time that one wind was destroying the Egyptians, a second wind was
saving the Jews®. They understood that the drowning of the Egyptians was but G-d’s blessing
blessing turned the other way*. The same Red Sea that saved the Jews drowned the
Egyptians®. Truly, these were simply different faces of the same thing. And so, when they
sang, Klal Yisrael stressed the positive — i.e. the saving of the Jewish people, rather than the
destruction of the Egyptians. This is a lesson to the Jews for the generations — Jews celebrate
salvation. We don’t celebrate destruction- not even of our worst enemies® - we weren’t even
privy to see their drowning’. (G-d went even further with the angels: *xn 1 " & > 72
ONRY 022 PYW T AWYR 7"3R0 MR LW WD DWW OO WP 72°27 93 a1 OR T 2P KDY 2°n07
7w o mR) On the contrary, G-d loves all His creatures, and hopes that the evil will do
Teshuva®, so long as their evil has not reached the point of self destruction®. Pesach is
celebrated because G-d took us out of Egypt (o gnn "2 nR "7 ®°¥37 °2) and not because He
inflicted judgment on the Egyptians (o'wow o>1¥na 7wy 12 » ).1% Chanukah is celebrated with
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lighting candles, not rejoicing the military victory® and Purim is not celebrated on the day of
the military victory either?.

When both the men and women burst into song®, Krias Yam Suf became one of the
seminal events in Jewish history. The Jewish nation came of age in the maturity of their
beliefs*. Because they believed, they were able to sing® and that is worth dedicating a Yom
Tov to®. In fact, it is worth repeating that song every morning in our prayers. The leap of faith
the Jews took then provided the momentum that propels us forward until the end of time.’

This leap of faith was all the more remarkable because of the deep doubts that
preceded it. The Jews, seeing the approaching enemy asked: Are there no graves in Egypt
that you (Moses) took us to die in the desert?®

What changed their mind was that they saw with their own eyes (v 1w)°. It was a
faith based on a reality happening in front of them. This swept them up to prophetic heights™.
Even the handmaidens at the crossing of the Red Sea saw what Yechezekel ben Buzi did not

see'!. They could literally point to the tangible reality of G-d’s presence as no later prophet
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® The seventh day of Pesach on which we read the Shira
" Praise, My Soul: pg. 233
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could and say: -9p 1 - This is my G-d* and ... ) - Targum Unkelos - a dwelling, as in
7. "'l wish to become a dwelling for Him,"? meaning, | wish to live my life so that it becomes
a residence for G-d's Presence in this world.?

Shira — a song sung by the Jewish people together with all of creation in one large
symphony — when all of creation is but a revelation of G-d*. When Klal Yisrael sees this,
they too become a part of His revelation — G-d speaks through them as He does through the
rest of creation®. Their prophetic gift meant that Moshe and the Jewish were able to say the
same words of the Shiras HaYam together in complete harmony®. Together, they became
instruments of G-d’s revelation.

We carry something of that song with us in all generations. 2w 1k — Then they will
sing: Then and in the future: The song which they spoke then, caused them to continue
uttering song in all the generations’. We have a name for the Shabbos on which the Jews
crossed the Red Sea: it is called Shabbos Shira — when we recreate for ourselves something
of that magic moment.

But let us go back to see how that moment was achieved. The Jews are trapped.
They cry out to Moshe who turns to G-d. G-d responds, astonishingly, ®%x pyxn i - Why are
you crying out to Me? And to whom should Moses turn? But what G-d meant was: “Do not
even think that your m>7nwi (effort) of prayer will help. This is totally up to Me.”® But, did
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we not see that Nachshon ben Aminadav jumped into the sea and waded until the sea was up
to his nostrils? Was it not his efforts — his leap of faith - that aroused G-d to split them?

The fact that G-d tells the Jews not to cry out to Him is rendered all the more strange
by the fact that the original Exodus from Egypt seems to have been triggered by just such
cries. As the verse says:
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The Chumash is replete with just this lesson. When Rivka was barren, the verse says
that both Yitzchak and Rivka davened to HaSh-m who heard their cries, and Rivka then
became pregnant®. And, in Devarim, this is put into a general principle: For what nation is
there so great, who has G-d so near to them, as the Lord our G-d is in all things that we call
upon Him for*?

All this is true — we are supposed to call out to G-d. But G-d wanted to teach us that
our prayers are not effective because they are some type of advanced m»Tnwn — a different
more effective kind of action. Rather, our prayers work because they reveal the resonance
between our concerns and G-d’s concerns. His interests are the welfare of the Jewish people.
Thus, G-d says to the Jewish people, “»x pyxn 2 — Why are you calling out to me - if you
will have the faith, then »¥»n 23777 s»p — It is dependent on me - and your prayers will have
revealed that your needs are the concern of the Almighty®.

Nesivos Shalom says that prayer would not help here because it was just not powerful
enough to merit G-d overturning His attribute of justice (1"y¥ 19%m 777 772Y °72W 19%7) with
His Midas HaRachamim. Prayer is an act of faith, of trusting that G-d will help us when we
call out. What was needed here was a higher level of faith, one that was reflected in action,
not just in passive prayer®. G-d’s words to Moshe can be understood as saying, “Why are
you only crying out to me? This is not sufficient. You must do more. Speak to the Jewish
people and go forth. Act according to your faith.”
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But why is action so much higher than prayer? It would seem that every miracle
requires one to act first. Did not Noach also do an action in order to receive his miracle? Did
he not have to build an ark over many years as a preparation for G-d to miraculously expand
his handiwork and place much more in the ark than it could naturally hold? Before every
miracle, one has to take hishtadlus as far as it will go. Only then can one turn the matter over
to G-d as if to say, “G-d, | have done my bit. I now hand this over to you.” So too, Bnei
Yisrael left Egypt armed for battle’, though in the end, the victory by a group of slaves over
the Amelekites and others remains an astonishing miracle.

So, it is true that Nachshon ben Aminadav went into the sea until his nostrils (see
note?), fulfilling the Hishtadlus principle. But here was the difference: there was no
expectation that Nachshon’s actions could split a sea. This was not an act of hishtadlus to try
and achieve a result by human efforts, as much as an act of faith of believing from the outset
that G-d will save the Jewish people.

Normally, Bitachon and Hishtadlus intersect at a certain point. We do our hishtadlus
up to a point and then we have Bitachon that whatever G-d decides henceforth will be the
right thing even if the result does not go in the direction of our hishtadlus. But for Nachshon,
the result was already predetermined by G-d. The water could split at his toe, at his knee or
his belly — it was all the same to Nachshon. There was nothing about his stepping into the
water that was, from a natural point of view, going to help the process. The miracle was, as
the verse states, 7m1 72 — with an elevated Hand, which the Mechilta translates as 232
mo M amax — with elevated and publicized strength®. The Jews had now reached a level of
clarity of ?-d’s involvement in man where they could point and see tangibly that *2p 11 - this
ismy G-d".

It is difficult to understand how revolutionary this approach to faith was for the Jews.
Here was a nation who could not be taken directly to Israel because they were likely to return
to idolatry, a nation who, in fact, later committed the sin of the Golden Calf (see note®). This
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was a vast nation who saw their old masters, the Egyptians, coming with but a remnant of
their army and yet would be led meekly back to Egypt’. This nation was to shoot to a level of
absolute clarity of G-d and His presence on earth at one seminal event. From the plagues
onwards, o1x» nx°x> was designed to show that G-d controls everything, and the splitting of
the Red Sea was to be the culminating act. Here Bnei Yisrael were to reach a new level of
insight, a level of understanding that even our hishtadlus comes from the strength that G-d
gives us.

Rav Friedlander? explains that Bnei Yisrael now reached a kind of Messianic level, a
revelation of the Oneness of G-d ("1 »2°x), when they saw everything come together (see
note *) . w18, then when it entered their hearts to sing”, they sang a song that really lives in
the future, the time of the resurrection of the dead®. Even the o»wyn of the o'wwn were
understood as part of the fabric at this time. The Plague of the First Born taught that we only
exist if we are vav; 1 novn — above nature - so we were literally operating at that level then,
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® The n1n showed that HaSh-m is mwn over the whole world and punishes the wicked (vsw»i naman). The
Exodus showed the Jews that ongoing nmwn (n°%9> nmawn) was not sufficient to ensure their existence — it
required a special act of mmwn for them to come into being. The crossing of the Red Sea gave them an insight
into the Hanhagas HaYichud, which underlies the Hanhogas HaMishpat, and the result was song.

Pachad Yitzchak (:ra ,ma v noo 7 mws wX ,pnge o) explains that this was the beginning of change from Ton
M0 to vawn Tomn. Up until now, HaSh-m had maintained the world artificially (= 710 7on — unearned chesed).
Each generation needed a new handout of 7or. This is why there are 26 y7om 02w% °3s in the 177 997, one for
each of the generations up until then. These generations were not building one on the other; each one was
sustained by HaSh-m's 7o nn, even if they did not deserve it vawn o Hv. Now, with the n1on, HaSh-m began
to introduce vown 7om, a Ton that we have to earn, and that we can claim, according to the laws that He chose to
set up. You deserve to drink water: You the Jews will drink at the very same time that the water is blood for the
o°1¥n. Because you have earned it, you can build on it. Led by Nachshon, you showed extraordinary faith at the
Red Sea — you will be judged favorably and the waters will split for you.
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Now is the stage of 712> 7om 09w, a single 1712 of 7on, each generation building on the previous one. See also the
a» i °naw, his first aakn on oo (v"11 77 2"n), who explains in greater detail and in an easier form.
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seeing the whole picture — 1177 12 79> — above the level of time (1}, then, can apply to the
past and to the future).

The Jews sing, not only because they are happy, but because this is the vehicle to
communicate to the world that new level of insight'. They are not happy for their victory but
are happy because they reached a new level of clarity of G-d’s mastery of all, forever
(737 097 o0 ' (v minw)). Gone was all ambiguity of competing gods; 7% 77wk - To Him
alone, for there is none beside Him?. 3w ' G-d’s Name was shown to be so vastly dominant
over every mighty earthly being, unifying as it does the seemingly contradictory facets of
mercy and judgment all in one*. min x°; To understand all of these, and to give
expression to it all, is almost an impossible task®. yax myvan’: Yet even the slightest
recognition of all of this, even by those who choose not to believe in Him, is already a great
spiritual act®.

The Jews now saw the harmony of the lower worlds with those more spiritual realms
above® (7naw non'®). The whole picture now came together. Their thanksgiving “were not
merely for the miracles but for the trials, not merely for the salvation but for the suffering,”
for they now knew that these, too, were a part of the blessing’*. Below the surface of things,
everything is used by G-d to ultimately bring forth His Oneness*2.

Hence, their song was sung together with all of creation in one large symphony — for
it was now clear that all of creation is but a revelation of G-d*3. When Klal Yisrael saw this,
they too became a part of G-d's revelation — G-d spoke through them as He does through the
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rest of creation’. The Jews opened their mouths, and, in complete harmony, became
instruments of G-d’s revelation, all singing the same words.

We carry something of that song with us in all generations. 2°v» 1x (future tense) — the
song that they sang then caused them to continue singing in all generations. We have a name
for the Shabbos on which the Jews crossed the Red Sea: it is called Shabbos Shira.
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