The Book of Esther


Who is the Real Esther?

Source 1: We Meet Esther in the Megilla in a seemingly odd introduction. 

“Hadassah, she is Esther,” Megilla 2:7

What is puzzling about this?










What’s in a name?

What is the origin of Haddash and what is the Origin of Esther?

Hadassah means Myrtle in Hebrew. The Kabbalists say that the Hadas (myrtle) has a good fragrance, but is inedible. It represents a person who has good deeds, but lacks wisdom.

The Hebrew origin of the name Esther can be traced to two sources. R. Judah, in the Talmud, says: “Hadassah was her name. Why then was she called Esther? Because she concealed (masteret) the facts about herself, as it says, ‘Esther did not make known her people or her kindred,” (Talmud, Megilla 13:2). The second meaning comes from the phrase “Anochi haster astir panai” (“I will hide, hide Myself . . .”) (Deut. 31:18). These Hebrew phrases both allude to the secrecy, the hiddenness, and the dual identities of Queen Esther, and convey the essence of the Purim story.(Bnei Yissaschar on Esther 2:7)

What have we learned about Esther from her name?











Source 2: Let’s analyze Esther’s actions in the Megilla, Chapter 4:

10 Esther told Hatach to relay to Mordechai:
11 "All the king's servants and the people of the king's provinces know that any man or woman who goes to the king and enters the inner courtyard without being summoned, his is but one verdict: execution; except for the person to whom the king extends his golden scepter--[only] he shall live. And I have not been summoned to come to the king for thirty days now."
12 They relayed Esther's words to Mordechai.
13 And Mordechai said to relay to Esther, "Do not think that you will escape [the fate of] all the Jews by being in the king's palace.
14 "For if you will remain silent at this time, relief and salvation will come to the Jews from another source, and you and the house of your father will be lost. And who knows if it is not for just such a time that you reached this royal position."
15 Esther said to relay to Mordechai:
16 "Go and gather all the Jews who are in Shushan and fast for my sake, do not eat and do not drink for three days, night and day. My maids and I shall also fast in the same way. Then I shall go to the king, though it is unlawful, and if I perish, I perish."
17 Mordechai then left and did all that Esther had instructed him.

Questions: 
Why did Esther think she couldn’t do it at first? What did Mordechai say to help her overcome her fear of not being able to succeed? What holds us back from believing we can succeed during intense challenges? Once Esther was motivated to act on behalf of the Jewish people, what two pronged approach did she take? (Pray and Action)






















Source 3: Tisha B’ Av: The Opposite Ending From Purim

	 Numbers 13:
	

	

	30Caleb silenced the people to [hear about] Moses, and he said, "We can surely go up and take possession of it, for we can indeed overcome it
	 
	לוַיַּהַס כָּלֵב אֶת הָעָם אֶל משֶׁה וַיֹּאמֶר עָלֹה נַעֲלֶה וְיָרַשְׁנוּ אֹתָהּ כִּי יָכוֹל נוּכַל לָהּ:

	31But the men who went up with him said, "We are unable to go up against the people, for they are stronger than we.
	 
	לאוְהָאֲנָשִׁים אֲשֶׁר עָלוּ עִמּוֹ אָמְרוּ לֹא נוּכַל לַעֲלוֹת אֶל הָעָם כִּי חָזָק הוּא מִמֶּנּוּ:

	32They spread an [evil] report about the land which they had scouted, telling the children of Israel, "The land we passed through to explore is a land that consumes its inhabitants, and all the people we saw in it are men of stature
	 
	לבוַיֹּצִיאוּ דִּבַּת הָאָרֶץ אֲשֶׁר תָּרוּ אֹתָהּ אֶל בְּנֵי יִשְׂרָאֵל לֵאמֹר הָאָרֶץ אֲשֶׁר עָבַרְנוּ בָהּ לָתוּר אֹתָהּ אֶרֶץ אֹכֶלֶת יוֹשְׁבֶיהָ הִוא וְכָל הָעָם אֲשֶׁר רָאִינוּ בְתוֹכָהּ אַנְשֵׁי מִדּוֹת:

	33There we saw the giants, the sons of Anak, descended from the giants. In our eyes, we seemed like grasshoppers, and so we were in their eyes
	 
	לגוְשָׁם רָאִינוּ אֶת הַנְּפִילִים בְּנֵי עֲנָק מִן הַנְּפִלִים וַנְּהִי בְעֵינֵינוּ כַּחֲגָבִים וְכֵן הָיִינוּ בְּעֵינֵיהֶם:



Talmud Tractate Taanit, 29a

And it is further written, And all the congregation lifted up their voice, and cried; and the people wept that night.13 Rabbah said in the name of R. Johanan: That night was the night of the ninth of Ab. The Holy One, blessed be He, said to them: You have wept without cause, therefore I will set [this day] aside for a weeping throughout the generations to come

Questions: 
What is the root of the Destruction of Tisha B’av? Why were the people crying? Why didn’t they think they could overcome their challenges and inhabit the land, even though G-d told them they could?










Bringing it all together.

Conclusion: Esther has two very strong aspects of her personality, the Hadassah in her was very beautiful, but lacked a certain wisdom. Perhaps the wisdom the believe in herself. Esther then finds herself facing an extremely difficult challenge, one she wasn’t sure she could overcome. With Mordechai’s guidance, she realized that she had the latent potential to use her wellsprings of faith to achieve her goal. We all face many challenges in life, and we have to believe that G-d put us in these situations because we CAN succeed, with faith and perseverance. WE all have an Esther in us, hiding, waiting to spring into action. We see that the Jewish people didn’t believe in themselves during the story of the spies, which is why they acted like they did. This was is the root of destruction that later led to the Destruction of our Holy Temple. Tisha B’Av is the Purim Story gone wrong. When we doubt our ability to overcome our challenges, we are doomed. But Esther and Mordechai showed us a better model. When Mordechai says to Esther “How do not know you were put in this situation exactly for this reason?” He teaches Esther, and us, an important principle. We all find ourselves in challenges, and we often think we can’t overcome, they are just too hard. But we have to remember that it was G-d who puts us in this situation, and G-d believes in us, and we have to believe in ourselves. We are endowed with many gifts, specifically to soar and shine in life. Let’s be like Esther, and use all of our innate and perhaps hidden power to live life with strength, courage, fortitude, and faith!



“Our deepest fear is not that we are inadequate. Our deepest fear is that we are powerful beyond measure. It is our light, not our darkness that most frightens us. We ask ourselves, 'Who am I to be brilliant, gorgeous, talented, fabulous?' Actually, who are you not to be? You are a child of God. Your playing small does not serve the world. There is nothing enlightened about shrinking so that other people won't feel insecure around you. We are all meant to shine, as children do. We were born to make manifest the glory of God that is within us. It's not just in some of us; it's in everyone. And as we let our own light shine, we unconsciously give other people permission to do the same. As we are liberated from our own fear, our presence automatically liberates others.” 
― Marianne Williamson, A Return to Love: Reflections on the Principles of "A Course in Miracles"
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