Summaries of Ethics Shiurim
Business Ethics I

How can Jewish values direct our conduct in the workplace? Some people are under the impression that Judaism concerns itself only with kosher food, prayer in the synagogue, and the celebration of Shabbat and Festivals. Business affairs, they reason, are governed by common sense and one’s personal sense of ethics. One’s conduct in the workplace has little to do with being Jewish. Nothing could be further from the truth! In this first Morasha class on Jewish business ethics we will explore the Jewish attitude toward conducting business honestly.
Business Ethics II

In this second class on Jewish Business Ethics, we will explore how Torah or Jewish Law deals with a variety of commerce-related issues. We will outline some of the principles that underlie Jewish business law, and demonstrate how Torah law provides a framework for holding the business world to a higher ethical standard. This shiur will examine 1) How much profit is a merchant allowed to make? 2) When does an agreement become binding? 3) When is it permitted to set up a competing business? 4) What are my non-contractual responsibilities to my employer? and 5) Is it permitted to delay the payment of employees’ wages?  
Abortion
The issue of abortion is a charged topic, both hotly and widely debated across the globe. It is an issue that touches on the core values of religion and civil society. Judaism’s approach to this complicated and sensitive matter differs radically from some of the well-known stances on the topic, such as the Roman Catholic Church’s position at one extreme and pro-choice permissiveness at the other. Judaism embraces the tremendous sanctity of life. Judaism prohibits the wanton destruction of a fetus, and as such condemns abortion as mere birth control. On the other hand, Judaism also recognizes the necessity for abortion in certain cases and therefore does not ban it. Practically, one should seek guidance from a competent halachic authority. This class will explore the issue of abortion from the perspective of the Jewish tradition, delving into the classical sources, as well as the modern-day legal decisions of the leading experts in Jewish law.

